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•  Whetstone  Wood  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
in  Wendell,  Transferred  to 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 

The  1,500  acre  Whetstone  Wood  Wildlife  Sanc- 
tuary in  Wendell  and  Orange  was  transferred  to  the 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  by  the  Connecticut 
River  Watershed  Council,  officials  from  both  groups 
announced  recently. 

Whetstone  Wood  consists  mostly  of  forest  land 
and  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Wendell  and 
the  western  part  of  Orange.  The  Sanctuary  abuts 
two  sections  of  the  Wendell  State  Forest,  which  are 
about  two  miles  apart  and  thus  provides  a  pro- 
tected wildlife  corridor  between  these  two  otherwise 
isolated  parts  of  the  State  Forest.  The  Sanctuary 
also  protects  the  headwaters  of  the  Whetstone  and 
Osgood  Brooks  and  a  large  heron  rookery  located 
along  Osgood  Brook. 

A  wildlife  sanctuary  was  planned  by  Mason 
and  Ina  Phelps  even  before  they  made  their  first 
purchase  of  land  in  Wendell  in  1961.  "We  had  wit- 
nessed the  dramatic  changes  caused  by  the  develop- 
ment and  population  growth  that  took  place  after 
World  War  II,"  says  Mason  Phelps,  "and  we  were 
afraid  that  the  open  space  and  natural  environment, 
which  used  to  be  all  around  us,  would  disappear." 

In  1970,  the  Phelps  began  to  give  land  to  the 
Connecticut  River  Watershed  Council  so  that  it  would 
be  permanently  protected  as  a  natural  area  and 
wildlife  sanctuary  and,  in  1973,  a  Trust  was  estab- 
lished for  this  purpose  with  the  Watershed  Council 
as  Trustee.  As  Trustee,  the  Council  was  responsi- 
ble for  management  and  oversight  of  the  Sanctuary, 
but  over  the  past  several  years,  the  Council's  em- 
phasis has  gradually  shifted  to  projects  which  more 
directly  affect  the  Connecticut  River. 

"When  Mason  and  Ina  Phelps  approached  us 
with  the  request  to  transfer  the  land  to  Massachusetts 
Audubon,  our  Board  of  Trustees  agreed;"  said  Robert 
Sbarge,  Executive  Director  of  the  Watershed  Coun- 
cil.   "Massachusetts  Audubon  is  a  good  land  man- 
ager and  a  strong,  reputable  organization,"  he  con- 
tinued.    "The  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  is 
honored  and  pleased  that  both  the  Phelps  and  the 
Watershed  Council  felt  the  Society  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  Sanctuary,"  said  Tim  Storrow,  di- 
rector of  Land  Protection  for  Massachusetts  Audubon. 
"It  is  a  great  property,  with  important  wetland  sys- 
tems and  wildlife  habitat,"  says  Storrow,  who  man- 
ages land  acquisitions  for  the  Society. 
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What  is  it  to  be  poor  and  hun- 
gry? 

We  are  constantly  being  made 
aware  by  the  news  media  of  the 
effects  of  the  recession  on  families 
throughout  the  country,  especially 
in  the  Northeast.  Massachusetts  is 
hard  hit  and  Wendell  is  no  except- 
ion. 

Families  having  financial  dif- 
ficulty have  few  resources  to 
turn  to.  Many  are  facing  loBing 
thier  homes,  loan  foreclosures, 
job  losses  or  cutbacks  in  hours 
ect.  Some  are  choosing  between  pay- 
ing household  expenses  and  buying 
food.  Some  have  money  for  neither! 

Good  Neighbors  is  a  small  group 
of  people  concerned  and  motivated 
to  do  something  about  the  plight 
of  our  neighbors  and  to  share  our 
resources  with  each  other.  We 
collect  and  distribute  food  which 
is  donated  by  businesses  and  indiv- 
iduals, provide  an   information 
and  referral  service  and  some  cioth- 

1"g»,  aU  free  to  anyone  in  need 
of  them. 
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At  the  same  time  the  Massachusetts 
Hazardous  Waste  Facility  Site  Safety 
Council  was  recertifying  as 
'satisfactory'  the  environmental 
compliance  record  of  the  Recontek 
Corporation,  Recontek  was  being 
notified  of  the  Illinois  Attorney 
General's  decision  to  pursue  "formal 
enforcement  action"  concerning  four 
new  "apparent  violation"  at  the 
company's  Newman,  IL  pilot  plant. 
According  to  a  letter  from  the 
Office  of  the  Illinois  Attorney 
General  (OIAG) ,  dated  Jan.  21,  1992: 
"The  apparent  violations  -Cat 
Recontek 's  Newman  plant}  include 
excess  unpermitted  drum  storage, 
disposal  of  a  listed  hazardous  waste 
(salt  derived  from  a  hazardous  waste 
being  used  in  a  manner  constituting 
disposal),  utilizing  unpermitted 
piping  material  and  failure  to  obtain 
proper  engineering  certification." 
The  letter,  from  James  Morgan,  Senior 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  in  OIAG's 
Environmental  Control  Division, 
continues:   "As  a  result  of  the 
apparent  noncompliance,  it  is  our 
intent  to  pursue  these...  matters  in 
a  formal  enforcement  action." 
Morgan's  letter  was 
apparently  faxed  to  Recontek  at  10:35 
am  on  Jan.  23rd,  ironically 
coinciding  was  a  Mass.  Site  Safety 
Council  meeting  involving  a 
discussion  of  Recontek 's  earlier 
compliance  problems,  and  the  question 
of  whether  to  hold  a  hearing  on 
revocation  of  the  Council's  'feasible 
and  deserving'  decision.   According 
to  the  Site  Safety  Council's  Gina 
McCarthy,  her  office  did  not  receive 
the  Illinois  Attorney  General's 
letter  until  Jan.  27th. 

At  the  Jan.  23rd  meeting,  the 
Site  Safety  Council  voted  12-5  not  to 
consider  revocation  of  'feasible  and 
deserving',  and  in  doing  so 
reaffirmed  the  state's  initial 
approval  for  the  Recontek  hazardous 
waste  facility  proposal  in  Orange. 
The  Millers  River  Watershed  Council 
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A  Heartfelt  Thanks  to  the 
Wendell   community  for  your  love 
and  support  during  our  recent  hard 
times . 

Sincerely, 

Raeann  Maynard 

3  THANK  -TOU^ 

To  aLL  the  beautiful  people  who 
are  helping  to  make  Good  Neighbors 
work.  To  the  Selectboard,  The 
Senior  Council,  Highway  dept.  work- 
ers, Jay  Blackbird,  Dienond  Egg 
Farm,  Lake  Grove  Maple  Valley, 
People  of  Peace,  the  people  who 
donated  the  freezers  and  refridg- 
erators,  who  helped  clean  up  the 
storage  area,  solicited  food, 
those  who  pick  up  food  on  a  weekly 
basis  and  to  those  who  come  every 
Saturday  to  help  distribute  it.. 
Thank  You  All! 

Peace  and  Love, 
^Rosalie^ 


Over  My  Shoulder  -  -  D&B 

Over  a  month  has  passed  since  the 
Diemand  and  Bennett  demolition  fire 
has  been  extinguished.   But  questions 
and  difficult  emotions  remain.   There 
were  Wendell  residents  who  barely  knew 
the  fire  occurred  or  that  a  massive 
pile  of  debris  existed.   Perhaps  they 
lived  in  different  parts  of  town, 
drove  other  roads  or  didn't  read  about 
it.   But  for  many  neighbors  of  the 
dump,  from  three  adjacent  towns, 
Wendell,  Erving  and  Millers  Falls,  the 
fire  proved  a  disgusting  invasion  of 
space  and  time. 

Our  family  was  almost  completely 
dominated  by  thoughts  of  the  fire;  my 
husband  worked  with  the  fire  crew  and 
a  continual  reminder  burned  our  eyes 
and  lungs  for  2  1/2  weeks,  the 
intensity  depending  upon  wind 
direction.   Erving  officials  directed 
residents  to  evacuate  at  one  time;  the 
smoke  was  acrid  and  pervasive,  lying 
in  the  valley,  penetrating  homes  via 
any  available  crack. 

The  image  of  those  emotional  days 
was  of  a  greasy  shroud  descending  and 
enveloping  the  valley  and  that  the 
valley  was  also  filling  up  with  some 
nasty  presence.   The  smell  indicated 
this  to  us.   When  the  wind  shifted  or 
stopped,  or  the  cloud  cover  thickened, 
the  fumes  were  held  cap- like.   It  was 
astounding  to  me  that  certain  adjacent 
homes  as  close  as  the  egg  farm  had 
minor  olfactory  alert .   The  nature  of 
wind  patterns  and  terrain  is  such, 
that  weather  patterns  directed  the 
fumes  towards  Erving,  Millers  or  into 
our  valley. 

No  one  should  have  to  live  with  the 
headache  stench  of  burning,  steaming, 
rotting  plastics,  roofing  and 
construction  debris.   We  had  been 
assured  there  would  be  no  smells 
emanating  from  the  dump  and  that  our 
anxieties  were  unfounded.   But  the 
engineers  and "politicians  had  not 
planned  on  a  fire  and  so  no 
contingency  plans  were  immediately 
operative  nor  effective  for  many  days. 
Since  the  fire  existed  in  town,  it  was 
the  responsibility  of  our  local 
volunteer  fire  department  to  fight 
this  technologically  complex  fire,  one 
for  which  they  were  neither  trained  to 
fight,  nor  adequately  dressed  to 
prevent  toxic  inhalation.   So  the 
ensuing  battle  to  extinguish  the 
subterranean  fire  was  further 
complicated  by  finger  pointing, 
staggering  financial  threat, 
environmental  insult  and  personal 
safety  concerns.   Technology  had  not 
caught  up  to  the  process  that 
government  allowed  to  enter  our  town. 

As  sacred  as  our  farm  is  to  us, 
well  worked  for  years,  we  seriously 
considered  more  than  just  temporary 
evacuation.   We  knew  we  had  an 
unwanted,  unpredictable  and  permanent 
neighbor . 

In  news  reports,  main  parties 
claimed,  "The  fire's  out!"   But  this 
was  a  debate.   In  a  dump,  there  will 
be  natural  decomposition  (heat  and 
steam  are  present) .   But  depending  on 
conditions,  (size,  content,  moisture, 
air  pockets. . . ) ,  and  some  conditions 
remain  mysterious  to  engineers, 
material  might  burst  into  flames  when 
oxygenated  as  from  the  moving  around 
of  piles  by  bulldozers  (more 
intensified  heat  or  flames  and  smoke 
present) .   Natural  decomposition 
temperatures  are  allowable  but  a  few 
degrees  hotter  become  fire!   What  had 
been  designed  into  the  process  to 
control  internal  combustion  from 
occurring?  For  neighbors  it  was  a 
moot  point  as  to  whether  one  called  it 


smoke  or  steam,  whether  it  was  caused 
by  lightening  or  combustion.    The 
rising  fumes  all  smelled  the  same  and 
it  seemed  that  it  could  occur  again 
especially  since  it  is  humanly 
impossible  to  extract  all  lightning 
attracting  metals. 

The  fire  began  in  a  mountainous 
stockpile  awaiting  cell  #4  to  be 
completed  and  prepared  for  separated, 
non- recyclable  materials.   Our  board 
of  health  and  the  state  DEP  knew  of 
the  existence  of  the  pile  and  its  vast 
size.   The  way  the  regulatory  rules 
are  worded  for  a  facility  the  size  of 
D&B  which  falls  below  large  or 
hazardous  materials  facilities,  is 
that  no  pile  should  be  accumulated  if 
it  is  a  fire  hazard.   In  other  words 
as  Dean  Bennett  said  to  me,  he  was  not 
doing  anything  illegal  because  there 
was  no  definition  for  fire  hazard  and 
the  pile  was  not  on  fire.   Once  it 
ignited  by  what  he  claimed  was 
lightning  strike  attracted  to  hunks  of 
metal  not  yet  separated,  then  it  was 
too  late.   DEP  wrung  their 
bureaucratic  hands  and  tried  to  get 
the  fire  out  before  "things"  got  more 
out  of  control.   They  knew  the  pile 
had  been  there.   I  heard  no  one, 
except  members  of  our  board  of  health, 
accept  any  responsibility.   They  said 
they  knew  the  pile  was  there,  yet 
because  of  the  unpreparedness  of  cell 
#4  for  burial,  they  did  not  want  to 
force  D&B  into  potential  bankkruptcy 
by  turning  away  business  in  an  already 
stressed  economic  climate.   This  might 
have  dumped  the  entire  problem  into 
the  town's  domain. 

The  demo  dump  does  exist  and  from 
now  on  will  always  be  our 
unpredictable  and  hot  tempered 
neighbor.   (The  final  cell  #5  will  be 
constructed  in  the  future.)    When 
people  choose  to  alter  the  landscape 
in  vast  proportions,  they  take  on  more 
than  meets  the  eye  -  the  financial 
gain,  the  unknown  and  the  ultimate 
respons  ibl ity . 

The  state  government  does  not 
consider  D&B  a  large  enterprise 
despite  its  size,  so  it  falls  beneath 
stringent  regulations.   But  when  I 
realized  the  dilemma  DEP  was  in  and 
saw  the  face  of  their  representative, 
I  knew  it  was  big  enough.   People  were 
as  if  in  miniature  when  dwarfed  by  the 
piles,  the  bulldozer  appeared  to  be  a 
Tonka  pecking  away  at  a  volcano. 
Black  liquid  poured  downhill  into 
Lyons  Brook  and  the  Millers  River. 
There  was  no  built  in  reservoir  large 
enough  to  capture  this  unexpected  run- 
off! 

Town  members  worked  long  hours  and 
the  D&B  crew  loyally  burned  midnight 
oil.   Irrespective  of  complaints  and 
fault  finding,  the  fire  dept.,  board 
of  health,  selectboard  and  volunteers 
hauled,  trudged,  hosed,  negotiated, 
conferred  at  irregular  hours  scraped 
from  their  lives.   We  all  tend  to 
point  fingers  to  seek  blame  when 
things  go  wrong  and  this  was  grossly 
wrong.   But  even  today  when  no  one  has 
accepted  the  blame,  there  is  still 
debate  as  to  who  and  what  caused  the 
fire.   This  leaves  little  confidence 
that  those  involved  are  analysing 
errors  and  are  therefore  able  to  stop 
future  dilemmas  or  other  unknowns. 

I  look  forward  to  this  process 
occurring  in  our  town  and  hope  we  can 
hypothesize  together  in  order  to  be 
better  coordinated  at  times  of 
disaster.   I  am  also  very  concerned 
about  our  relations  with  neighboring 
towns  whose  occupants  suffered  and 
wonder  what  can  be  done  to  communicate 
with  them? 

Sincerely, 
Nina  Keller 


WENDELL  POST    page  3 


Cain  J.  Blackbird  of  Bullard 
Road,  Wendell,  Massachusetts, 
has  earned  the  highest  advance- 
ment award  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  offers  to  Scouts,  the 
National  Eagle  Award.   Blackbird 
was  recognized  in  a  National 
Eagle  Court  of  Honor  on  Satur- 
day, January  11  at  7:00  p.m.  at 
the  North  Congregational  Church 
of  New  Salem. 

Blackbird  is  the  son  of  Jay 
and  Florrie  Blackbird  of  Wen- 
dell.  He  is  the  grandson  of 
Thelesfad  and  Joan  Blackbird  of 
Orange,  Chester  E.  Clark  of 
Brooksville,  Florida  and  the 
late  Florence  M.  Clark. 

As  a  member  of  Troop  344  of 
the  Great  Trails  Council,  he 
earned  10  skill  awards  in  addi- 
tion to  the  21  required  merit 
badges.   He  completed  a  service 
project  which  consisted  of 
planting  20  spruce  and  hemlock 
trees  behind  the  new  Wendell 
Highway\Fire  Department  complex 
in  addition  to  spreading  wood 
chips  around  the  trees  and  along 
a  fence,  and  planting  5  flower- 
ing crab  trees  in  front  of  the 
complex.   Blackbird  planned  the 
project  with  the  Wendell  Highway 
Commissioners  and  supervised 
other  scouts  and  volunteers  to 
carry  out  the  project. 

He  has  served  in  the  leader- 
ship positions  of  Assistant 
Patrol  Leader,  Assistant  Senior 
Patrol  Leader,  Junior  Assistant 
Scoutmaster,  Troop  Guide  and 
Quartermaster.   Blackbird  com- 
pleted the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
winter  camping  training  session, 
"Operation  Zero,"  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  the  Arrow. 
In  1989  Blackbird  was  selected 
to  attend  the  Massachusetts 
Junior  Conservation  Camp  for  two 
weeks  in  Spencer,  Massachusetts. 
He  is  also  certified  in  Scuba 
diving . 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Senior 
Class  at  the  Ralph  C.  Mahar 
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Regional  School  in  Orange. 
Blackbird  has  been  employed  part 
time  for  the  past  3  years  at  the 
Forestry  and  Wildlife  Management 
Department  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst.   He 
also  works  part  time  for  the 
French  King  Bowling  Center.   For 
the  past  3  summers  he  has  been 
employed  full  time  for  R  ?<  M 
Construction;  and  he  is  cur- 
rently a  member  of  the  Wendell 
Fire  Department.   His  ambition 
is  to  become  a  State  Police 
Officer. 


PROFESSIONAL  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

KLONDIKE 

BEAR  MOUNTAIN  ROAD,  WENDELL.  MA  01379 
(508)  544-2744 

John  "Klondike"  Koehler 


KiOMtotct  Soonp  Moves 

Klondike  Sound,  the  well  known 
and  highly  acclaimed  supplier  of 
professional  audio  equipment  for 
recording  studios  and  performance 
halls,  moved  its  base  of  operations 
from  Wendell  to  Greenfield,  in 
December. 

The  business,  which  came  to 
Wendell  in  19  73,  has  tripled  in 
floor  space  every  six  years,  and 
was  beginning  to  reach  the  limits 
of  the  Wendell  Property  on  which  it 
was  located — the  home  of  its  owner, 
John  Koehler  of  Bear  Mountain  Road. 
As  John  said,  "We  were  just  burst- 
ing at  the  seams." 

Their  new  site,  according  to 
John,  was  the  perfect  combination 
of  being  just  what  the  company 
needed,  with  several  major  added 
advantages  thrown  in.   The  Green- 
field Industrial  Park  gives  Klondike 
quick  access  to  Route  2  and  1-91, 
the  routes  which  take  them  to  their 
biggest  market  area,  the  cities  of 
Keene,  Brattleboro,  Northampton, 
and  Amherst.   They're  also  seconds 
away  from  Ryder  Truck,  to  which 
they  make  many  trips  a  week  for 
truck  rentals.   All  this  saves  much 
time,  gas,  and  yes,  potholes. 

In  addition,  John  says  that  he 
expects  a  30%  increase  in  sales 
just  because  of  the  new  location  and 
more  accessibility.   He  says  about 
40%  of  his  business  is  now  in  sales, 
and  many  local  schools,  theaters, 
and  other  entertainment  venues  are 
among  his  customers. 

John  stressed  that  he  is  keep- 
ing his  home  in  Wendell,  which  may 
imply  that  he  will  continue  his 
long  tradition  of  help  to  the  com- 
munity, and  the  arts  in  town.   He 
said  that  he'll  miss  his  10  second 
commute,  and  his  team  will  miss 
Rae  Anne's  tofuburgers  and  Charlie 
O'Dowd's  personal  care  at  the  Post 
Office. 

He  conceded  that  the  move  will 
cost  the  Town  of  Wendell  some  money, 
as  his  personal  property  tax  will 
not  include  his  business.   But  he 
pointed  out  that  the  Town  of  Green- 
field gave  the  company  several 
financial  boosts  to  move  there,  as 
did  the  Greenfield  Savings  Bank. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  true  enter- 
tainer, John  even  gave  us  a  closing 
line.   He  said,  "You  may  be  able  to 
take  Klondike  Sound  out  of  Wendell, 
but  you  can't  take  the  Wendell  out 
of  Klondike  Sound."       Dan  Keller 


wrnt  -AwA*t> 

A  surprised  Kathleen  Ramsay, 
Wendell's  Shared  Administrative 
Assistant,  shows  great  pleasure 
as  she  is  congratulated  by  Se— 
lectboard  members  (left  to 
right)  Ann  Zak,  Margo  Culley, 
and  Ted  Lewis. 

A  Special  Recognition 
Ceremony  was  held  in  the  Town 
Offices  to  honor  Kathleen  for 
her  3.5  years  of  public  service 
and  contributions  to  the  Town  of 
Wendel 1 . 

Kathleen  was  presented  a 
Special  Citation  and  a  U.S.  flag 
which  had  been  flown  especially 
for  the  occasion  over  the  U.S. 
Capital  Building  in  Washington, 
D.C.  at  the  request  of  1st 
District  Congressman,  John 
01 ver. 
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Kathleen  Ramsay  Interview 

Kathleen  Ramsay  in  addition  to  serving  as  Ad- 
ministrative Assistant  to  the  Town  of  Wendell  has 
served  in  a  similar  capacity  in  New  Salem  since  the 
first  of  last  July.  She  works  20  hours  in  each  town: 

Wendell  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 

and  Friday  afternoons; 

New  Salem     Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Friday  mornings. 

Kathleen  Ramsay  is  now  27.  She  grew  up  in  a 
small  town  in  western  Vermont  named  Leicester,  where 
her  father  served  as  a  selectman.  She  earned  a  B.A.  in 
political  science  at  the  Univ.  of  Vermont  and  worked 
for  a  U.S.  Senator  in  Vermont  in  the  field  of  con- 
stituent relations. 

She  likes  her  jobs  in  Wendell  and  New  Salem.  She 
says,  "there's  a  wonderful  bunch  of  people  in  both 
towns."  She  got  her  job  in  Wendell  through  our  ad- 
vertisement in  the  newspaper  which  was  spotted  by 

her  husband.  0,     ,      m1  _     .  , 

-  Charles  Ihompson  Smith 
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Rabies  is  spreading  again,   particularly 
amongst  racoons .  There  were  some  200  cases 
of  racoon  rabies  in  Connecticut  in  1991, 
and  there  are  cases  in  Berkshire  and  Hamp- 
den counties  this  year.     Rabies  in  humans 
is  a  fatal  disease.     By  law,   all  dogs  six 
months  old  or  more  must  be  vaccinated 
against  rabies:      it  is  strongly  recommended 
that  cats  also  be  vaccinated. 

The  only  way  we  have  to  ensure  that  all 
dogs  in  town  are  indeed  vaccinated  is  by 
enforcing  licensing  laws,   since  you  must 
produce  a  certificate  of  vaccination  to  get 
a  dog  liscense.     For  this  reason  we  will  be 
strictly  enforcing  licensing  laws  from 
now  on. 

Licenses  can  be  obtained  from  the  Town 
Clerk  at  the  Wendell  Depot  Post  Office;   her 
hours  are  Monday-Friday  7-11:30  am  and 
2:30-6  pm,    Saturday,    7-11  am.     We  also  plan 
to  hold  a  Rabies  Clinic  in  town  the  first 
or  second  week  of  March  when  the  1992  li- 
censes are  available:   a  local  veterinarian 
will  vaccinate  dogs  and  cats  for  a  charge 
of   $5.00,   about  half  what  it  costs  at  his 
clinic,   and  the  Town  Clerk  will  be  present 
to  issue  licenses.     Licenses  cost  $3.00  for 
a  male  dog  or  a  spayed  female,    $6.00  for  an 
unspayed  female.     The  fine  for  an  unlicens- 
ed animal  is  $25.00,   for  an  unvaccinated 
animal,    $50.00.     It's  cheaper  to  license! 

Please  do  your  part  to  protect  our  com- 
munity from  this  horrible  disease — get  your 
dogs  and  cats  vaccinated,   your  dogs 
licensed. 

Maggie  Houghton 
Dog  Officer 

FULL      MOON      COFFEE      HOUSE 

UP    COMMING    CONCERTS: 
FEB.     29 
LEAP    DAY    BLUE    MOON    CONCERT 
WITH:     DAVE    MALLETT 
TO    BENEFIT: 
THE    WENDELL    OLD    HOME    DAY    COMMITTEE 
MARCH    14 
THE    BRUCE    McKAY    BAND 
TO    BENEFIT: 
FRIENDS    OF    THE    WENDELL    LIBRARY 
APRIL    11 
WITH    GODDESS    SOSPEL 
TO    BENEFIT    WENDELL    PRE    SCHOOL 


S«=>1  -F        S«=t^v«=?       Copy 
Ser~  v  i  cz  *= 

at 
Hen  dc 1  1      Free      Library 

544-3559 
Hours:       Tues.     3-5 

Wed.       Noon-8 
Sat.       9:30-12:30 
1:30-3:30 
Prices: 
Single    sided    1-49    copi  es    .10 


Acupressure     Acupuncture     AcuQuitiu  to  Slop  Smoking 
Chinese  Herbal  Medicine 

Nancy  Grossman 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 

Commonwealth  Acupuncture 
150  Fearing  Street   No.  23  413/549-5855 

Amherst,  Massachusetts  01002 


VoLtwTKfi   o*  Mot  ? 

Volunteerism  can  be  a  way  of  life.  It's 
what  makes  the  world  go  around  a  little 
smoother.   Sometimes  though,  it  can  also 
feel  like  a  burden.  The  times  that  it  feels 
like  a  burden  to  me,  are  the  times  that  I 
get  grief  for  not  doing  a  "professional" 
enough  job.   For  example,  "when  I  tried  to 
reach  you  for  a  burning  permit — you  weren't 
there . "  So  I  explain  that  I  work  on  a  farm 
and  I  try  to  check  the  answering  machine  but 
it  comes  down  to  the  fact  that  I  still  have 
a  full  time  job.   I  agreed  that  this  is  a 
problem.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  consider 
being  a  forest  warden.   "All  it  takes  is 
getting  approved  by  the  folks  in  charge  and 
some  common  sense."  His  response  was,  "I 
don't  fceed  the  headache."  It  made  me  smile 
in  a  sad  kind  of  way.  My  suggestion  is  al- 
ways to  change  something  from  the  inside 
rather  than  complaining  on  the  outside. 

Any  person  can  volunteer.  There  are  so 
many  places  that  help  is  needed.   It  seems 
to  me  that  anyone ' s  interests  can  be 
utilized. 

I  love  doing  the  things  I  volunteer  for. 
I  carefully  choose  what  I  help  with — I 
realize  time  is  precious  and  I  \rant  to  en- 
joy doing  what  I  do.  So  my  point  in  all 
this  is — there's  lots  to  do  and  a  little 
help  can  make  the  ride  a  little  easier  for 
a  whole  lot  of  people. 

Anne  Diemand 


/^EETTlNe  I-Zoose 


To  the  Wendell  Coffee  House  Co<dtj. 
To  the  Wonderful  Bakers 
To  the  generous  patronage  of 
those  that  attended 


DT). 


A  gracious  Thank  You  and  abundance 
of  appreciation. 

The  funds  raised  help  to  pay  a 
substantial  portion  of  the  insur- 
bill  as  well  as  keep  the  the  meeting 
tiouse  going  this  winter.  By  the 
tine  this  note  reaches  every one- 
A  second  fund  raiser-the  Valentines 
oraft^°wlll  have  taken  place.!  This 
should  get  us  through  a  couple  of 
more  months.  At  this  point  we  are 
looking  for  people  to  come  and 
teach  classes  or  sponser  interesting 
events.  There  is  currently  plenty 
of  scheduling  time  available!  So 
we  are  keeping  busy  and  happily  so, 
knowing  that  the  building  is  alive 
and  happening.  We  invite  folkB  to 
join  in  anytime. 

Thanks  again  for  everything  folks! 
G-ail  and  Mez 
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i  ne  Orange  Arts  Center  will  offer 
20  courses  in  visual  and  performing 
arts  and  crafts  -from  March  -  May, 
marking  the  newly  established,  non- 
profit organization's  second  semes- 
ter. 

The  Arts  Center  is  the  brainchild 
of  founder  Aleza  Beauvais,  whose 
quest  it  has  been  to  provide  area 
residents  something  our  big  city  cou- 
nterparts can  take  for  granted;  pub- 
lic access  to  the  arts  "on  a  daily 
basis" . 

Also  in  the  works  is  Beauvais'  plan 
to  make  the  28  S.  Main  St.  center  the 
site  of  ongoing  art  exhibitions  and 
to  offer  a  life  drawing  workshop. 

Classes  are  held  at  the  center, 
next  door  to  the  Doe  Valley  Deli,  and 
include  those  geared  for  children, 
teens  and  adults.  This  semester  will 
offer  courses  in  clay,  quilting,  wea- 
ving, piano,  acting,  drawing,  basket 
weaving,  poetry,  drum  making,  knit- 
ting, sewing,  photography  and  more. 
Course  fees  range  from  *1  for  senior 
citizens  to  *5-$50  for  others.  Mem- 
bership in  The  Orange  Arts  Center  is 
open  to  any  interested  persons  for  a 
yearly  fee  of  *1  for  senior  citizens, 
*5  for  students,  *8.50  for  individu- 
als and  *15  for  families.  Members 
receive  a  complimentary  coffee  mug 
bearing  the  arts  center  logo,  a  5'/. 
discount  on  class  registration  fees 
and  mailings  of  course  brochures. 

For  further  information  please   con- 
tact Sara  Zarcone  at  544-8850. 
— Ann  Reed 
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Honoring  the  men  3nd  women 
who  served  their  country  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  Massachusetts 
State  Council  Secretary  for  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  of  America, 
James  Casino,  presented  the 
POW/MIA  flag  to  Postmaster 
Charles  O'Dowd,  to  be  flown  on 
the  new  flagpole  at  the  Post 
Office. 

Currently  on  display  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Post  Office  is  an 
exhibition  by  the  Wendell 
Historic  Society  of  heirloom 
photographs  of  Jennison  family 
members  (after  whom  Jennison 
Road  was  named ) . 


MCM  t?«  £CtATtC»5HIV»S 

This  is  a  professionally  led 
men's  group  focusing  on  how  to 
be  in  a  positive  relationship 
with  your  female  partner. 

Many  of  us  want  to  have  a 
meaningful  and  loving  relation- 
ship but  can't  seem  to  find  a 
wa y  to  maintain  it. 

In  this  group  we  will  address 
participants'  issues  and  discuss 
ways  to  resolve  conflict,  com- 
municate more  clearly,  and 
create  harmony. 

We  will  also  discuss  expres- 
sing anger  and  emotions;  vulner- 
ability; being  heard  and  listen- 
ing; autonomy  and  inter- 
dependence . 

We  will  utilize  conflict  re- 
solution models,  subpersona 1 i ty 
theory,  role  play,  heart  center- 
ing and  group  support. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  Thorn 
Levy  a  Psychosynthesis  therapist 
who  is  on  staff  at  the  Synthesis 
Center  Counseling  Services.   He 
works  with  individuals  and 
couples  in  his  private  practice, 
leads  groups  of  men  and  women, 
and  teaches  in  the  Synthesis 
Counselor  Training  Program. 

The  group  will  meet  four 
times  on  Sunday  evenings  from 
7:00-9:00  p.m.  at  the  Wendell 
Meeting  House.   There  is  a 
sliding  scale  fee.   For  more 
information  contact  Thorn  at  413- 
548-9533. 
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TEL   (4  13)773  9408 


Bennett  Construction  Company.  Inc 

Commercial  Excavating  Contractors 


JENNISON  ROAD 
WENDELL    MA  OI379 
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TOWN  OF  WENDELL 

«€tf     fOUCATiOJtf 

TWO  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 
NEEDED  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE!! 

Please  call  Committee  Member 
Zenya  Wild,  544-7243,  or  Kathleen 
Ramsay  at  the  Selectboard  Office, 
544-3395,  if  you're  interested  in 
serving  on  the  Committee. 


List  of  offices  up  for  election 
at  May,  1992  election 

Office/Term 

l  Selectman   —  3  years 

1  Assessor  —  3  years 

2  Board  of  Health  Members  —  3  years 
1  Planning  Board  Member  — 
1  Planning  Board  Member  — 
1  Planning  Board  Member  — 
1  Moderator  —  1  year 
1  Constable  —  3  years 
1  Cemetery  Commissioner  -  3  years 

1  Road  Commissioner  -  3  years 

2  School  Committee  Members  —  3  years 

1  Tree  Warden  —  1  year 

2  Library  Trustees  —  3  years 

lomination  Papers  due  March  16th,  19 


LAKO  TRANSFERS 


8/12/91 


8/13/91 


10/1/91 


10/15/91 


10/30/91 


11/8/91 


Robert  Ingersoll  to 
Timothy  C.  and  Tamara 
L.  Ingersoll,  West 
St. ,  2.78  A  &  bldgs. , 
$135, 000 

John  W.  &  Donna  M. 
Klisiewicz  to  Common- 
wealth of  Massachu- 
setts, Jennison  Rd . , 
14.28  A,  $24,500 
Paul  E.  ?<  Shirley  C. 
LaCombe  to  James  H. 
Smith,  Jr.,  Locks  Hill 
Rd . ,  4 . 406  A ,  $23 , 000 
Barbara  Boatner  & 
Jimmy  L.  Fikes  to  Nan- 
cy J.  Riebschlaeger, 
Locks  Vi 1 lage  Rd . , 
9.58  A  and  bldgs. , 
$40 , 000 

Edward  Judice  to 
Elizabeth  McConnell, 
New  Salem  Rd .  ,  appro::. 
37  A  and  bldgs. , 
$307 , 000 

Marvin  J.  Fluharty  to 
William  W.  Wright, 
Montague  Rd . ,  . 46  A 
and  bldgs.,  $30,000 


WANTED: 

antiques 

one  item  or  entire  houselots 

Orange  Trading 

57  South  Main,  Orange 

508-544-6683 


WENDF.U,  BlITT.nTNG  DEPARTMENT  OFFICE  HOURS 

WENDELL  TOWN  OFFICE  BUILDING 

SATURDAY  MORNINGS   7  am  -  8:30  am 

OR  BY  APPOINTMENT,  CALL 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR  PHIL  DELOREY  544-2236 

OR 

ASSISTANT  BUILDING  INSPECTOR  BUD  DAVIS 

544-7290 

$  FtUV0|*fG~ 

The  bad  news    


HOUSING  REHABILITATION  GRANT 
NOT  FUNDED  BY  THE  STATE 

Very  unfortunately,  Wendell's  grant 
application  for  housing  rehabilitation 
and  handicap  access  to  the  Senior  Center 
was  not  funded  by  the  Executive  Office  of 
Communities  and  Development  (EOCD) .  Although 
EOCD  staff  reported  that  the  grant 
application  submitted  on  our  behalf  by  the 
Franklin  County  Regional  Housing  Authority 
scored  high  in  all  categories  used  to 
evaluate  applications  for  funding,  there 
simply  wasn't  enough  money  to  fund  all  the 
grant  applications  eligible  for  funding. 
EOCD  encouraged  the  Town  to  submit  the  same 
grant  application  for  funding  next  year. 


TA*  t^lM-S 


The  good  news  

WEATHERIZATION  GRANTS  AVAILABLE 

The  Franklin  Community  Action  Corporation 
offers  weatherization  grants  of  up  to  $2,500. 
Grant  funding  may  be  used  to  insulate 
attics,  replace  single  glazed  windows  with 
double  glazed  windows,  and  conduct  other 
repairs  to  decrease  cold  air  infiltration 
into  your  home. 

The  grants  are  awarded  based  on  two 
factors:  the  condition  of  your  home  (the 
less  winter-proof  your  home  is  the  more 
likely  you  are  to  receive  a  grant)  and 
on  household  income.  Generally,  households 
with  incomes  less  than  $11,585  for  one 
person,  $15,540  for  two  people,  $19,495 
for  three  people  and  $23,450  for  four 
people  are  eligible  to  receive  a  grant. 

Households  with  members  receiving 
Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 
or  Social  Security  Income  are  auto- 
matically eligible  for  funding. 

For  additional  information  about 
this  program  call  John  Henry  at  the 
Franklin  Community  Action  Corporation, 
413-773-2318. 

Kathleen  Ramsay 


FUEL  ASSISTANCE  AVAILABLE 


The  Franklin  Community  Action 
Corporation  (FCAC)  administers  state  and 
federal  funding  for  fuel  assistance.  The 
funding  is  available  to  low-income  house- 
holds, with  incomes  similar  to  those 
outlined  in  the  Wendell  Post  article 
entitled  "Weatherization  Grants  Available.' 
Folks  receiving  fuel  assistance  are  also 
eligible  for  furnace  cleanings  and  heating 
system  replacements,  if  needed.  Contact 
Doris  Harker  at  FCAC,  413-773-3421,  for 
additional  information  about  the  fuel 
assistance  program. 

Kathleen  Ramsay 
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c>°         PAC  TRUCKING 

MORSE  VILLAGE  ROAD 

WENDELL.  MASS  01379 

508-544-7722 
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fiscal  1992  TAXES 

On  Tuesday  February  11  there 
will  be  a  state  classification 
hearing  to  determine  whether  we,  as 
a  town,  will  be  allowed  to  use  one 
or  several  real  estate  classifica- 
tions.  If  the  town's  approach  is 
approved,  and  one  rate  is  set,  that 
rate  will  go  to  the  state  to  get 
approved.   When  the  approval  is 
returned,  we  can  send  those  results 
to  the  computer  company  that  pro- 
cesses the  bills,  and  returns  them 
to  our  tax  collector,  Judith  Wilder, 
to  mail  out.   If  that  whole  process 
has  no  great  delays,  we  should  be 
getting  our  tax  bills  in  early 
March. 

This  bill  will  contain  two 
parts;  the  first,  which  would  norm- 
ally have  been  sent  in  November,  is 
due  within  30  days  of  its  mailing. 
The  second  half  will  be  due  Kay  1st. 

Anyone  having  difficulty  pay- 
ing should  arrange  for  a  partial 
tax  payment  plan  with  the  tax  col- 
lector.  Office  hours  are  9:00  to 
11:00  a.m.,  Saturday  mornings,  and 
7:00  to  9:00  p.m.,  Tuesday  evenings 
in  the  town  offices;  or  call 
508-544-8617  to  set  up  an  appoint- 
ment. 

Joshua  Heinemann 
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12/2/91 

12/2/91 
12/13/91 

12/14/91 
12/20/91 

1/1/92 

1/5/92 
1/8/92 

1/11/92 

1/11/92 
1/11/92 
1/22/92 
1/31/92 


B?<E ,     Raeann    Maynard's, 
Locks    Hill    Rd. ,    *200- 
$300    and    other    items, 
caught    and     incar- 
cerated 

Car  left  store  without 
paying  for  gas 
1  car  accident,  New 
Salem  Rd .  in  vicinity 
of  WRATS 

1  car  accident,  Farley 
Rd . ,  no  injuries 

1  car  accident,  New 
Salem  Rd . ,  ambulance 
called,  minor  injuries 
Resident  reported 
break  in  at  Harry 
Morey's  trailer,  New 
Salem  Rd . 

Domestic  disturbance 
at  residence,  Farley 
Rd. 

Rick  Drohen  reported 
saw  rig  stolen  from 
Farmer's  house  about  a 
month  ago 
Resident  reported 
hitting  a  deer  on 
Locks  Hill  Rd.  the 
previous  night 

2  car  accident, 

Plain  Rd . ,  no  injuries 
1  car  accident,  Jen- 
nison Rd  .  ,  no  injuries 
Mason  Phelps  reported 
his  mailbox  vandalized 
1  car  accident,  New 
Salem  Rd . ,  no  injuries 


11/12/91 

to 
11/17/91 
12/4/91 


1/28/92 
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Landf i 1 1  f i  re 

Locks  Vi 1 lage  Rd . , 
electrical  fire,  burn- 
ing limbs 

Locks  Vi 1 lage  Rd . , 
structure  fire,  Hick- 
man/Coll  residence 
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A*rs  Council 


I  know,  I  know,  you  think  I 
spelled  this  martial  arts  class 
wrong  again.   No  it  isn't  Akido, 
it  is  Aikido  and  we  have  been 
meeting  for  the  past  two  years  here 
in  Wendell  at  the  Swift  River 
School  from  6-7:30,  Monday  nights. 

We  are  a  small  group  of  women  and 
men  and  even  an  occasional 
teenager.   Unfortunately,  there 
aren't  any  children  classes  offered 
yet . 

We  learn  defensive  techniques  to 
ward  off  attacks  or  neutralize  the 
attacker.   The  emphasis  is  not  to 
meet  violence  with  violence,  but 
instead  redirect  the  violent  attack 
with  our  own  force  which  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  call  love. 

So  if  you  have  ever  wondered  what 
we  are  about  please  come  and  watch 
the  class  or  give  me  a  call.   We 
are  always  open  to  new  members  and 
in  March  there  will  be  a  six  week 
beginners  session  starting  on  the 
16™.   Contact  Ria  @  544-2226. 


/N   S\  /N  /N 

Teenagers  Teaching  AIDS 
Prevention 
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Prevention  ^^ 

1-800-244-TEEN  S 

(8336)  * 
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MYRON'S  NO.  YAKITORI,  a  Wendell  based 
business  specializing  in  serving  Jap- 
anese style  grilled  -foods  at  large 
■festivals  and  -fairs  is  looking  -for  one 
very  special  employee.  Qualifications 
include:  physical  health,  stamina  & 
some  strength,  scrupulous  trustworthi- 
ness and  honesty,  total  dependability, 
con-fident  self  reliance,  ability  to 
deal  with  the  public,  ability  to  trav- 
el away  from  home  for  extended  week- 
ends, love  of  food,  music,  crowds  and 
good  times,  fastidious  cleanliness, 
ability  to  do  exacting  and  sometimes 
tedious  work,  and  a  sense  of  humor. 
Mostly  part  time.  Gender  immaterial. 
Call  Myron  or  Kathy  544-2086. 
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New  Organization 
Swift  River  School  PTCA 


There  is  an  exciting  new 
group  at  Swift  River  School  ... 
the  Parent /Teacher/ Commu n i  t y 
Association  or  PTCA.   The  PTCA 
differs  from  other  Parent/ 
Teacher  organisations  in  that  it 
seeks  community  involvement.   It 
is  hoped  that  all  three  ... 
parents,  school  staff  and 
community  members  ...  will  be- 
come actively  involved  in  this 
assoc  iation. 

Though  still  absorbed  in  the 
tedious  process  of  establishing 
itself,  the  PTCA  has  many  hopes 
and  dreams  for  the  future  of 
Swift  River  School.   Much  can  be 
accomplished  with  the  energy  and 
skill,  that  abounds  in  the 
communities  of  Wendell  and  New 
Sa 1  em . 

Proposed  goals  of  the  PTCA 
include : 

*Fund-ra isi ng  to  supplement 
operating  expenses  at  the 
School ; 

♦Coordinat i ng  volunteers  to 
assist  teachers  and  staff; 
♦Coordinating  after-school 
programs  in  art,  music, 
sports,  and  other  areas  af- 
fected by  budget  cuts; 
♦Forming  a  Parent  Advisory 
Committee  to  the  School 
Committee  and  teaching 
staff  to  provide  ongoing 
d  ia logue ; 

♦Creating  a  school 
newsletter; 

♦Organising  cultural  events 
and  performances  at  the 
School . 
Community  members  are  invited 
to  join.   To  become  a  member  of 
the  PTCA,  you  need  to  complete  a 
member  survey  that  requests  i n- 
f  o rma t  i o n  a b ou t  you r  availabili- 


•y 


as  a  volunteer  or  committee 
member,  a  list  of  your  wishes 
for  the  School,  and  your  sugges- 
tions for  programs  you  would  be 

interested  in  attending  at  the 
monthly  meetings.   There  are  an 
unlimited  number  of  ways  that 
volunteers  can  help1   The  amount 
of  time  you  contribute  is  total- 
ly up  to  you.   If  you  would  like 
to  receive  a  copy  of  the  member 
survey,  please  call  Debbie  Pul- 
chalski  at  the  School,  544-6926, 
or  Leslie  Taylor,  Volunteer 
Coordinator,  544-3822. 

Meetings  are  held  the  second 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  Swift  River  School.   Fu- 
ture meetings  will  include  pro- 
grams of  special  interest  to 
PTCA  members.   Please  join  us! 
Tenatively  planned  for  the  next 
meeting  on  March  12th  in  the 
School  library  is  a  presentation 
by  the  School  Committee  on  next 
year's  budget. 

Lisa  Fines tone 
Linda  James 
Co-Chairs,  PTCA 

Su.pnov?-r 
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The  Wendell  Arts  Lottery  Council 
held  a  meeting  on  January  16th  for 
its  1992  Winter  Funding  Cycle  (FC) . 
As  a  first  order  of  business,  the 
council  set  deadlines  for  any  grants 
awarded  by  it  prior  to  this  funding 
cycle  that  are  still  outstanding. 
Any  of  these  projects  or  performances 
must  be  completed  by  Oct.  31,  1992 
and  reguests  for  payment  must  be  made 
by  Nov.  30,  1992. 

The  council  then  reviewed  four 
PASS  (Performing  Arts  Student  Series) 
and  seven  AL  (Arts  Lottery)  grant 
applications.   Each  council  member 
had  been  given  copies  of  these 
applications  for  advance  review. 

Following  joint  review,  the 
council  gave  the  following  PASS  and 
AL  applicants  local  preliminary 
approval  for  the  amounts  listed 
(final  approval  is  expected  from 
Mass.  Cultural  Council  in  April) : 

The  Wendell  Free  Library  - 
Two  PASS  grants  for  performances  at 
the  Shea  Theatre,  Turners  Falls, 
Mass.,  $150 . 00  Garry  Krinsky-Mime, 
Feb.  21,  1992,  50  students,  qrades 
K-12;  and  $125,00  for  "Gould  and  Stearns 
in  A  Cheap  Motel,"  a  play,  family 
entertainment,  May  8,  1992,  8  p.m.; 
25  students,  grades  K-12 . 

The  Swift  River  School 
2  PASS  grants.   $140. 00,  "The 
Nutcracker, "  Academy  of  Music, 
Northampton,  Mass.,  12/6/91,  28 
students  grade  1;  and  $730 . 00, 
partial  funding,  "Bridge  to 
Terabithia, "  grades  4-6;  "Babar," 
grades  K-3  at  Deerfield  Academy, 
March  1992;  182  students.    Also, 
one  AL  grant,  $400.00,  partial 
funding,  "Drawing  for  Children, "  27 
after-school  workshops,  grades  1-3; 
teacher,  local  artist  Kerry  Verney; 
from  1/20/92  to  3/27/92. 

The  Wendell  Historical 
Commission,  AL  -  $45.00,  matching 
funds  for  material  costs   of 
Wendell's  210th  Ann.  Historic  Photo 
display;  exhibit  this  spring  at 
Wendell  Sr.  Ctr. 

Nina  Crow  Newington,  local 
author,  AL  -  $120.00  Writing  Workshop 
and  Reading,  adult  level;  10/10/92 
and  11/20/92  at  Wendell  Sr.  Ctr. 

The  1794  Meeting  House,  Inc., 
Al  -  $250.00,  partial  funding  for 
"From  Our  Eyes,"  10  workshops  and  3 
performances  by  15  young  people  ages 
8  to  16;  start  4/1/92,  end  5/92. 

Laura  Kaye,  local  artist,   AL  - 
$200 . 00,  6  Watercolor  Workshops  for 
adults;  start  July  1992,  end  Aug. 
1992  at  Wendell  Sr.  Ctr. 

Gail  Ainsworth/Krutka,  local 
artist,  AL  -  $200.00,  "Childrens 
Spring  Celebration,"  grades  3-6,  four 
classes  at  Wendell  Meetinghouse  for 
music,  writing  and  art  work  in  paint, 
clay,  Fimo  and  paper  mache;  and  one 
more  class  to  perform  and  display 
artwork;  start  5/4/92,  end  6/92. 

-  Ina  Phelps,  WALC 
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TOWN  OF  WENDELL       MASSACHUSETTS       01379 


TOWN  HALL 


Wendell  Selsctboard  Meeting  Nov.  5, 
1991  -  Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  6:30  pm  Members 
present:  Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley, 
Ted  Lewis.  Signed  warrants/reviewed 
correspondence 

Board  then  recessed  to  attend  a 
special  town  meeting  at  the  Town 
Hall. 

Reconvened  at  8:15pm/  members 
present:  Margo  Culley,  Anne  Zak, 
Ted  Lewis . 

Also  present  was  Floyd  Borakove  who 
attended  the  meeting  to  discuss  the 
interest  charged  on  delinquent  real 
estate  taxes.  Although  the  Board 
agreed  with  Mr.  Borakove  that  14%  is 
a  high  rate  of  interest,  they 
explained  it  was  set  by  the  State 
(probably  deliberately  high  as  a 
disincentive  to  pay  other  bills 
before  taxes).  Mr.  Borakove 
proposed  that  the  Town  of  Wendell 
charge  the  14%  interest  as  mandated 
by  the  state  and  after  determining 
the  cost  of  administrating  a  program 
which  would  rebate  the  difference 
between  the  14%  and  the  actual  cost 
of  borrowing  funds  to  cover 
delinquent  taxes.  The  remaining 
difference  would  go  into  a  fund  to 
be  either  given  to  the  homeowner  or 
applied  to  the  principal  or  remain 
in  the  fund  to  help  those  in  need. 
Judith  Wilder,  Wendell  Tax 
Collector,  when  asked,  said  State 
law  prohibits  tax  discounts  and  that 
such  a  fund  could  not  be  set  up 
through  taxation. 
Meeting  adjourned  at  9:00  pm 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  November 
19,  1991  -  Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  7:00pm/Board 
members  present  -  Margo  Culley,  Anne 
Zak,  Ted  Lewis. 

Phil  DeLorey  attended  the  meeting 
in  response  to  the  need  for  a 
Building  Inspector  for  the  Town  of 
Wendell  to  replace  Anne  Perkins  who 
intends  to  resign  in  January  of 
1992.  As  is  the  Town's  custom  the 
Board  will  advertise  this  position. 
However,  since  Mr.  DeLorey  applied 
the  Board  took  this  opportunity  to 
interview  him.  The  Board  informed 
him  that  safety  in  homes  is  the  main 
purpose  of  a  Building  inspector. 
Also  a  more  equitable  tax  base  is  a 
concern  (homes  that  remain 
incomplete  for  long  terms  are  taxed 
at  a  lower  cost) . 

Personnel  Policy  -  When  weather 
requires  employees  to  work  on 
holidays  they  may  have  the  holiday 
pay  plus  the  work  day  or  they  may 
take  a  day  off  with  pay  at.  another 
time  and  receive  only  the  holiday 
pay (comp .  time ) . 
Martin  Luther  King  Day  -  The  Board 
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will  have  a  hearing  re:  a  floating 
holiday  or  a  paid  holiday  on  January 
19th. 

The  Board  decided  on  plastic 
covering  for  Town  Office  windows  in 
the  interest  of  economy.  Ms.  Ramsey 
will  order  plastic  and  felt 
stripping.  Volunteers  are  being 
sought  for  the  actual  labor. 

The  Board  agreed  to  proclaim  the 
month  of  November  Silvio  Conte 
Foundation  Month.  This  Foundation 
is  a  non-profit  organization  which 
will  provide  needy  and  deserving 
students  from  the  First 
Congressional  District  with 
educational  scholarships. 

Central  radios  for  the  FS/HGand 
PD  cost  is  estimated  at  $1600.00. 
The  appropriation  will  be  decided  at 
Town  Meeting. 

The  Finance  Committee  met  with 
the  Board  to  discus  the  fire  at  the 
Demolition  Dump.  It  was  decided  the 
Town  will  request  payment  by  Dean 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:45pm 
Bennett  for  the  purchase  of 
respiratory  equipment  (Scott 
Airpacks)  for  the  use  of  the 
volunteer  fire  fighters  who  continue 
to  work  at  the  site. 

Gina  Caputa  resigned  from  the 
school  board. 

The  Finance  Committee  is 
operating  with  only  four  members. 
The  need  for  interested  persons  for 
both  committees  was  discussed. 

Attached  is  an  update  of  the 
Selectboard ' s  Project  Work  List. 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  Mnvpmh^r- 
26,  1991  -  Minrn-P^ 

Meeting  convened  at  7 : OOpm/Members 
present:  Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley, 
Ted  Lewis/  Minutes  read  and 
approved/  correspondence 
reviewed/Warrants  signed. 

Judith  Wilder,  Tax  Collector/ 
Treasurer,  met  with  the  Board  to 
discuss  the  possible  purchase  of  a 
computer  which  would  cover  the  needs 
of  the  Tax  Assessors,  Collectors  and 
the  Treasurer  and  the  Town 
Accountant  and  the  Town  Clerk. 
Attached  is  a  copy  of  the  Arlington 
Data  Corporation's  proposal.  Ms. 
Wilder  prefaced  her  talk  by  stating 
she  was  aware  of  the  current 
shortage  of  funds  for  such  a 
purchase  but  wanted  to  inform  the 
Board  of  its  potential.  The  Board 
will  look  into  similar  programs  and 
will  consider  Arlington's  when 
funding  is  available. 

The  Board  agreed  to  schedule  an 
All  Board  meeting  to  discuss  the 
Demolition  fire  and  the  oil  spill  in 
an  effort  to  decide  ways  and  means 
of  dealing  with  future  such  hazards. 


BOB  ELLIS 

Watercolors 

P.O.  Box  91 
Wendell,  MA  01379 

413-659-3512 


The  Board  discussed  plans  for  a 
street  numbering  committee.    They 
hope  to  have  recommendations  from 
Fire,  Police  and  Planning  Board. 
Upcoming  Meetings: 

Tues.   Dec.   3,   1991 , personnel 
policy  amendment  hearing 

Tues.  Dec.  10,1991,  deadline  for 
Building  Inspector  applications 

Thurs.   Dec.   5,1991,    Recontek 
meeting  at  New  Salem  Town  Hall 

Thurs.  Dec.   12,   1991,   Rte .   2 
meeting  at  Erving  Town  Hall 

Tues.   Dec.   17,   1991,   Public 
hearing  on  Maple  Valley  School 
Meeting  adjourned  at  8:00  pm 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  12-3-91 

Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  7:00pm 

Board  members   present  were   Margo 

Culley,  and  Ted  Lewis 

Warrants  signed/correspondence 

reviewed 

Public  Hearing  on  Personnel 
Policy  -  Ms.  Culley  and  Mr.  Lewis 
discussed  some  of  the  aspects  of  the 
Personnel  Policy.  They  will 
continue  this  discussion  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  members  were  unable  to 
appoint  a  street  numbering  committee 
as  they  are  awaiting  recommendations 
for  nominees  from  the  Planning  Board 
and  the  Police  Department.  The  Fire 
Chief  has  nominated  Carolyn 
Huslander . 

Other  items  for  discussion  at 
next  meeting  are: 

Response  to  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  inquiry  about 
utility  service  during  Hurricane 
"Bob" . 

Review  the  Draft  of  License  to 
use  the  cemetery. 

Upcoming  meetings: 

Tues.  Dec.  10,  1991  is  the 
deadline  for  applications  for 
Wendell's  Building  Inspector. 

Tues.  Dec.  17,  1991  at  7:00pm 
is  the  Public  hearing  on  Maple 
Valley  School. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:00pm 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  12-10-91 

Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  7 ; OOpm/Members 

present:  Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley,  Ted 

Le wi s/Warr an tssigned/ correspondence 

reviewed . 

Mr.  Dick  Theis  appeared  before 
the  Board  as  an  applicant  for  the 
position  of  Building  Inspector  for 
the  Town  of  Wendell.  The  Board 
members  interviews  Mr.  Theis  and 
told  him  they  would  inform  him  as 
soon  as  possible  regarding  their 
decision . 

Zinia  Wild  attended  the  meeting 
to  discuss  items  of  interest  to  the 
School  Board.  One  such  item  was  the 
need  to  change  wording  of  "shall"  to 
"may"  in  choosing  a  treasurer  for 
Swift  River  School  in  the  By-laws. 
The  Board  suggested  this  change  be 
reaffirmed  at  a  Town  Meeting 
Another  item  mentioned  is  the  need 
for  at  least  one  more  school 
committee  member.  . 

Regionalization  -  A  study 
committee  is  needed  which  should 
consist  of  three  members  from  each 
town  under  the  Union  28  umbrella: 


^looh&iorktng 


Bud  Davis 


Computer  Aided  Design 
Building  &  Remodeling 
Custom  Cabinetry  & 
Furniture 


304  New  Salem  Rd 
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Wendell,  Erving,  Shutesbury, 
Leverett,  and  New  Salem. The  three 
member  committee  from  Wendell  must 
be  on  a  warrant  at  Town  Meeting. 

Ms.  Wild  mentioned  the  town  of 
Erving  is  considering  building  a 
high  school  of  its  own.  Board 
members  intend  to  investigate  this. 

The  cost  for  transportation  for 
the  school  children  came  to  $89,000. 
rather  than  the  $69,000.  originally 
approved.  The  Board  members  will 
guestion  this. 

Fire  Chief,  Everett  Ricketts , 
telephoned  the  Board  members  during 
the  meeting  to  inform  them  he  had 
been  able  to  order  3  self  contained 
breathing  apparatuses  at  a  cost  of 
$1400.00  apiece  rather  than  the 
original  price  of  2,000.00  each. 
The  Firemen's  Association  intends  to 
pay  the  $200.00  over  the  budgeted 
amount  of  $4000.00. 

Finance  Committee  -  reported  the 
state  reimbursement  for  the  Swift 

River  School  Construction  should  be 
a  fixed  figure  and  not  changed  with 
a  different  formula  each  year.  Dan 
Keller  said  Wendell  will  receive 
$12,000.  less  than  expected  this 
year  because  of  this.  Mr.  Keller 
will  contact  Mr.  Gates  or/and  Mr. 
Scanlon  regarding  this. 

The  communication  system  for  the 
First  Alert  units  (Police,  Fire  and 
Road  Departments)  of  Wendell 
approximate  cost  is  $2,968.00.  This 
would  consist  of  2  base  units  plus 
antennae.  Since  all  town  vehicles 
presently  have  radios,  one 
dispatcher  could  reach  all  units  in 
case  of  an  emergency.  This 
appropriation  will  need  Town 
approval  and  will  be  brought  to  the 
town  at  a  special  Town  meeting  in 
February  of  '92. 

Since  it  is  difficult  to  complete 
a  25  member  'quorum  at  most  Town 
meetings,  it  has  been  suggested  the 
number  needed  be  lowered.  This  will 
be  discussed  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting. 

Fin  Com  reported  there  is  an 
escrow  account  being  set  up  to  cover 
the  cost  of  future  mishaps  at  the 
Demolition  Dump. 

Personnel  Policy  of  the  Town  of 
Wendell  was  discussed  in  regard  to 
State  holidays.  It  was  decided  to 
place  2  propositions  before  the  town 
at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  They 
are: 

.  .  .Reduce  the  number  of  sick  days 
from  10  to  9  and  increase  the  number 
of  paid  holidays  from  10  to  11. 
...Leave  number  of  sick  days  at  10 
and  increase  the  number  of  holidays 
to  11  and  cancel  the  floating 
holiday. 

A  motion  was  made  to  celebrate 
Martin  Luther  King  Day  with  pay  this 
year  at  a  cost  to  the  town  of 
$800.00 


t 


Trager  ^Psychophysical  Integration 

WITH  DIVYA  SHINN 
WENDELL.  MA  01349 
BY  APPOINTMENT  (617)    544-2851 


Milton  Trager.  M  D  has  been  developing  his  innovative  approach 
to  movement  reeducation  over  the  past  55  years.  Trager  bodywork 
is  a  unique,  non-intrusive  way  to  facilitate  the  release  ol  holding 
patterns  in  the  body  and  mind  and  effortlessly  restore  free  flowing 
movement  and  full  self-expression  The  sensitive  and  caring,  yet 
dynamic  rhythmic  motions  of  Trager  table  work  gently  allows  one 
to  let  go  of  deep  rooted  tensions  and  create  a  profound  state  of 
relaxation 


It  was  decided  to  post  a 
continuation  of  Personnel  Policy  - 
A  one  time  1992  paid  holiday  for  MLK 
Day  and  Patriots'  Day  pending  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Appointments  were  made  for  the 
Street  Listing  Committee.  They  are: 
Jonathon  Von  Ranson,  Dorthee,  Peter 
Rooney,  and  Carolyn  Hulslander. 

Kathleen  Ramsey  presented  a 
preliminary  budget  for  Town 
Properties.  The  Board  will  have  a 
week  to  peruse  it  and  will  discuss 
it  further  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Town 
Common  property  line  and  its  need  to 
be  checked  for  erosion.  This  may  be 
the  responsibility  of  the  abutters 
rather  than  that  of  the  Town. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:50pm 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  12-17-91 
Minutes 


Meeting  convened  at  6; 45PM  prior  to 

Maple  Valley  Public  Hearing  at  the 

Town  Hall. 

Members  present  Margo  Culley  and  Ted 

Lewis 

Warrants  signed  and  correspondence 

reviewed 

Board  members  agreed  to  accept 
the  Library  grant  as  proposed. 

Board  members  appointed  Phil  De 
Lorey  as  the  Town  Building  Inspector 
to  replace  Anne  Perkins  who  was 
forced  to  resign  due  to  personal 
illness . 

The  Maple  Valley  Public  Hearing 
was  cancelled  because  of  poor 
attendance  which  was  caused  by  a 
severe  snow  storm. 

Board  members  continued  the 
meeting  with  a  discussion  of  the 
Gridley  Pond  clean-up. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:15pm 

Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  Jan.  7, 
1992  Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  7:00pm.  Board 
members  present:  Anne  Zak ,  Margo 
Culley,  Ted  Lewis.  Mr.  Lewis  left 
the  meeting  at  7:10pm  because  he  was 
feeling  symptoms  of  the  flu  and  did 
not  want  to  spread  germs. 

James  and  Donna  McMilleon  asked 
the  Selectboard  to  place 
a  warrant  article  to  re-establish  a 
portion  of  Locks  Hill  Road  #1  which 
was  discontinued  by  the  Town  in  1985 
on  the  upcoming  Special  Town  Meeting 
Warrant.  The  McMilleons  hoped  to 
build  a  house  on  their  parcel  of 
land  on  the  discontinued  section  of 
Locks  Hill  Road  #  1  but  were  denied 
a  building  permit  because  they  did 
not  have  frontage  on  a  public  way. 
They  hoped  the  Town  would  re- 
establish a  portion  of  its 
discontinuance  so  the  lot  would 
have  frontage  on  a  public  way  and 
they  could,  therefore,  build  on  the 
lot.  Members  of  the  Selectboard, 
the  McMilleons,  members  of  Wendell's 
Planning  Board  (Steven  Gross,  David 
Wilder,  Raymond  Avery,  and  Peter 
Rooney),  Assistant  Building 
Inspector  Bud  Davis,  and  Franklin 
County  Planner  Gwen  Hallsmith 
discussed  the  options  the  McMilleons 
may  have  for  building  on  the  lot. 
Bud  Davis  will  research  the  issue  at 
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greater   length   and   report   back 
within  a  month.    The  Selectboard 
postponed    placing    the    warrant 
article  for  the  re-establii.hment  of 
the  road  before  the  .Town  until  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting,  rather  than  at 
the  upcoming  Special  Town  Meeting, 
due  to  the  far-reaching  implications 
of  the  re-establishment  of  the  road. 
Board  members  signed  the  license 
to  operate  the  new  cemetery 
on  New  Salem  Road.    The  license, 
issued  by  the  Division  of 
Capital   Planning   and   Operations, 
allows  the  town  to  operate 
the  cemetery  until  the  state  conveys 
the  deed  to  the  property 
to  the  Town.    The  conveyance   is 
expected  to  take  place  later 
this  spring. 

Several  letters  were  signed  by 
Board  members:  One  of  thanks  to 
Senator  Wetmore  for  his  sponsorship 
of  a  Public  Hearing  for  S.  911, 
legislation  which  proposes  the  re- 
instatement of  an  in- 
lieu-of-taxes  payment  for  state- 
owned  lands.  Letters  were  also 
sent  to  Senator  Wetmore  and 
Representative  Buell  requesting 
their  sponsorship  of  legislation  to 
allow  Wendell  to  retain  monies 
collected  from  speeding  tickets.  A 
letter  was  also  sent  to  Cain 
Blackbird  congratulating  him  on  his 
receipt  of  the  Eagle  Scout  Award. 

The  Finance  Committee  met  with 
the  Board  to  discuss  the  Warrants 
for  the  Special  Town  Meeting 
scheduled  for  late  in  February. 

The  County  Hotel  Voucher  Fund  for 
the  homeless  requested  a  donation  of 
$100.00  from  the  Town  of  Wendell. 
The  Board  agreed  to  donate  this 
amount  from  the  Misc.  Fund. 

Zenya  Wild  was  scheduled  to  meet 
with  the  Selectboard  re:  School 
Committee  of  Swift  River.  She  did 
not  attend.  A  meeting  with  Ms.  Wild 
will  be  rescheduled  for  next  week. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:25pm 

Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  1-14-92 
Minutes 


Meeting  convened  at  7:00pm.  Board 
members  present:  Margo  Culley,  and 
Ted  Lewis.  Anne  Zak  had  a  tooth 
extracted  and  was  unable  to  attend. 
Warrants  were  signed  and 
correspondence  reviewed. 

Anny  Hartjens,  Town  Clerk, 
attended  the  meeting  to  discuss  the 
formation  of  a  voters  information 
packet  which  will  address  such 
questions  as:  eligibility, 
registration  deadl ine s , absentee 
ballot,  etc. 

Also  discussed  was  the 
feasibility  of  a  specific  time  slot 
programmed  for  Ms.  Hartjens  to  hold 
office  hours  at  the  Town  Offices. 
It  was  decided  Ms.  Hartjens  should 
continue  to  see  citizens  at  her 
present  location  for  the  convenience 
of  all  concerned. 

Maggie  Houghton,  Wendell's  Dog 
Officer,  attended  the  meeting  to 
discuss  dog  licensing  and  the 
current  reports  of  a  rabies 
epidemic . 

It  was  decided  dog  licenses  will  be 
issued  at  the  Town  Hall  on  voters 
registration  day.   A  rabies  clinic 


Breakfast  and  Lunch 

Mon.— Fri.   6:30am— 5pm,    Sat.  7am— 2pm 
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is  planned  for  mind  March.  Further 
details  will  be  published  in  the 
Wendell  'ost. 

Diane  Kurinsky  of  the  Swift  River 
School  Beard  Committee  attended  the 
meeting  to  iiscus<=  4_u  liiring  of  a 
School  Boaru  Treasurer.  The  School 
Board  will  advertise  for  and 
interview  prospective  applicants  for 
this  position.  The  School  Board 
Treasurer  will  also  be  supervised  by 
the  joint  School  Board  Committee. 

Also  discussed  is  the  need  for 
two  new  members  for  the  Wendell 
Swift  River  School  Committee.  An  ad 
for  applicants  will  be  placed  in  the 
Wendell  Post. 

Members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
met  with  the  Board  to  discuss  the 
cost  in  dollars  to  the  Wendell  Fire 
Department  for  the  D&B  Fire.  A 
request  will  be  made  to  Everett 
Ricketts,  Fire  Chief,  for  a  formal 
statement  of  extra  hours  and  the 
cost  for  fighting  that  fire. 

It  was  decided  to  postpone  the 
Special' Town  Meeting  until  February 
25,  1992. 

A  list  of  available  official  town 
positions  will  be  published  in  the 
Wendell  Post. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:45pm 

Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  January 

21,  1992  Minutes 

Meeting  convened  at  7 : 15pm/Members 

present  Anne  Zak,  Ted  Lewis.   Marge 

Culley  was  unable  to  attend  due  to 

a  death  in  her  family. 

Minutes  read  and  accepted/  Warrants 

signed/correspondence  reviewed 

Board  of  Health  representatives, 
David  Walsh  and  Bob  Leet  gave  their 
report  on  the  D&B  Landfill  and  the 
Gridley  Pond  oil  spill. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  failed  .to  make 
payments  to  the  town,  asroer  his 
contract,  since  Oct.  20,  '1991  at 
which  time  he  made  his  Sept. 
payment.  Selectboard  members  stated 
they  are  eager  to  assist  Mr.  Bennett 
in  any  way  possible,  however,  they 
are  disappointed  in  his  silence. 
His  payments  are  in  lieu  of  taxes 
and  his  failure  to  pay  may  leave  him 
open  to  the  14%  .interest  charged  to 
those  who  renege  on  real  estate 
taxes . 

An  All  Boards  meeting  took  place 
at  7:30pm.  Those  in  attendance 
were:  Everett  Ricketts,  Fire  Chief, 
Charles  Smith,  Mason  Phelps  3nd  Neal 
Feltman  from  the  Conservation 
Commission,  Peter  Rooney  from  the 
Planning  Board,  Dan  Keller  from  the 
Finance  Committee  and  David  Walsh 
and  Bob  Leet  from  the  Board  of 
Health. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  items 
discussed : 

It  was  suggested  the  town 
purchase  a  pump  or  skimmer  for  the 
fire  truck  for  future  spills. 

The  need  to  locate  the  numerous 
underground  fuel  tanks  in  Wendell 
which  might  pose  a  threat  to  the 
water  quality.  It  was  suggested 
mention  of  these  might  be  made  on 
the  questionnaire  which  will  be  sent 
prior  to  street  numbering. 

D&B  fire  -  It  was  mentioned  the 
sorting  pile  was  an  accumulation  of 
several  months  rather  than  1  or  2 
days .It  was  suggested  the  town  buy 


Main  Street 
-  Copies  - 


•  COPIES   *FAX 
•GREETING  CARDS 


26  So.  Main  St.,  Orange 
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some  filter  fabric  for  a  filter 
fence  for  the  landfill.  The  cost 
would  be  approximately  $50.00. 

A  suggestion  that  the  town 
schedule  monthly  All  Board  meetings 
was  made  and  agreed  upon  by  all 
members . 

Neal  Feltman  said  the  Road  Crew 
should  notify  the  Conservation 
Commission  each  time  they  must  deal 
with  wetlands.  He  said  they  must 
apply  for  a  generic  order  of 
conditions,  in  which  case  the 
Conservation 

Commission   would   help   with   the 
design  and  ultimately  save  money. 
Future  scheduled  meetings: 

Tues.,  Jan.  28,  1992  7:30pm, 
Public  Hearing  on  Sunday  Package 
Store  Openings. 

Feb.  25,  1992  Special  Town 
Meeting 

Swift  River  Budget  Meeting, 
Thurs.  Feb.  6,  1992. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:15pm 

Wendell   Selectboard   Meeting   Jan. 

28,1992   Minutes 

Meeting   convened   at   7:00pm/Board 

members  present:   Margo  Culley,  Anne 

Zak,  Ted  Lewis 

Minutes     reviewed     and 

accepted/Warrants 

signed/Correspondence  reviewed. 

Public  Hearing  on  Sunday  Alcohol 
Sales  -  Since  there  was  no  negative 
response  from  the  citizenry  of 
Wendell,  the  Board  agreed  to  allow 
the  sale  of  alcohol  on  Sunday. 

Application  for  emergency  school 
assistance  -  the  Board  members 
agreed  to  sign  this. 

The  Board  agreed  to  the  Franklin 
County  Building  Inspectors'  Program 
by-laws  to  indemnify  the  building 
inspectors  after  the  insurance 
company  guaranteed  coverage  of  same. 

The  cost  of  the  clean-up  of  the 
dumpster  on  Montague  Rd .  was 
$625.00.  The  owner  of  the  land, 
Mrs.  Wise,  wrote  a  letter  stating 
she  is  unable  to  pay  for  it  at  this 
time.  Ms  Ramsey  will  keep  the  Board 
posted. 

Two  articles  were  added  to  the 
Special  Town  Meeting  Warrant.  They 
are:  The  need  for  a  Swift  River 
School  Committee  Treasurer 

The  need  for  a 
regionalization  study  committee  to 
be  formed 

In  response  to  Old  Erving  Road 
correspondence,  no  action  was  taken 
at  present . 

Parking  on  Center  Road  -  Ms. 
Ramsey  will  write  to  the  landlord  of 
the  property  in  question  requesting 
the  tenants  remove  the  cars  when  the 
town's  plows  go  through.  She  will 
inform  them  that  a  better  solution 
must  be  met  by  springtime. 

In  response  to  the  Orange 
ambulance  Fund  Drive,  Wendell  Town 
officials  regret  they  are  unable  to 
contribute  more  than  the  allotted 
sum  of  $2500.00  in  the  Town  budget. 

The  Board  agreed  to  schedule 
another  open  discussion  meeting  with 
members  of  the  Maple  Valley  staff  in 
late  February  or  early  March  1992. 

The  Finance  Committee  met  with 
the  Selectboard  to  discuss: 

Special  Town  Meeting  Warrants 
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Hours 

Mon.  -  Sat. 

9:00  a.m. -4:30  p.m. 

Thurs.  'til  9:00  p.m. 


362  ^MA 


Todd  Harbour 
(508)  249-5988 


Fiscal  Year  1992  Town  Budget 

The  Cherry  sheet  $1600.  short 
fall  in  local  aid 

Swift  River  School  Construction 
reimbursements  are  $10,000.  to 
$12,000. 

D&B  is  approximately  $25,000. 
in  arrears 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8 :  47pm 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  February 

4,  1992   Minutes 

Members  present:   Anne  Zak,   Margo 

Culley,  and  Ted  Lewis 

Meeting  convened  at  7 : OOpm/Minutes 

reviewed  and  accepted/Correspondence 

reviewed 

Selectboard  members  agreed  to 
reject  the  proposal  for  the  Swift 
River  Teachers'  Salary  Deferral. 

In  response  to  the  correspondence 
from  the  Division  of  Capital 
Planning  and  Operations  regarding 
the  public  use  for  state  land  to  be 
transferred,  Board  members  decided 
the  town  has  no  use  for  the  parcel. 
Board  members  signed  the  warrants 
for  the  Special  Town  Meeting 
scheduled  for  February  25,  1992. 

A  letter  of  support  for  the 
Franklin  County  Commissioners'  Grant 
application  for  the  enforcement  of 
water  resource  protection 
regulations  was  signed  by 
board  members. 

The  Board  voted  to  postpone 
payment  of  Veterans'  medical  bills 
until  after  the  Special  Town 
Meeting. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:00pm. 
Respectfully  submitted 
Elizabeth  Scully 
Selectboard  Clerk 


Athol 

Memorial 

Hospital 


2033  Main  St.,  Athol  MA  01331 
(508)249-3511 

+  24-hour  emergency  room  service. 

+  Inpatient  and  outpatient  health  care. 

+  Pediatrics  unit. 

+  Operating  room  and  day  surgery. 

+  Intensive  care  unit. 

+  Lab,  x-ray,  physical  therapy. 

+  Mammography  (low  radiation). 

+  Home  health  agency  and  hospice. 

+  Free  support  groups. 

"Where  you  are  cared  for 
by  people  who  care. " 

There  are  many  good  reasons  to  choose 
Athol  Memorial,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the 
fine  quality  of  the  doctors  who  practice  medi- 
cine here. 

For  primary  care,  or  for  highly  specialized 
treatment,  these  well-trained  doctors  have  the 
the  commitment  to  both  community-based 
medicine  and  to  professional  excellence. 

Our  two  newest  doctors,  Cyrus  Vakili,  MD, 
general  surgeon;  and  Rifaat  Dagher,  MD, 
urologist,  are  in  Athol  several  days  a  week 
while  they  teach  at  the  University  of  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Center  in  Worcester  on  other 
days. 

Other  recent  additions  to  our  medical  staff 
are  Felicidad  Melquiades,  Lourdes  Flaminiano 
and  Birendra  Sinha,  internal  medicine; 
YogendraThaker,  MD,  pediatrician;  TimSoule- 
Regine,  MD,  family  practice;  Osama  Al-Masri, 
orthopedic  surgeon;  and  Rakesh  Bhalotra, 
gastro-enterologist. 

The  atmosphere  in  our  small  community 
hospital,  with  its  emphasis  on  the  personal 
touch,  is  a  welcome  antidote  to  the  "patient-as- 
number"  trend  that  is  all  too  common  in  the 
world  of  modem  health  care. 

At  Athol  Memorial,  our  equipment  and  the 
training  of  our  personnel  are  up-to-date,  but 
our  concept  of  health  care  is  a  centuries  old 
tradition  of  tender  caring  and  human  warmth. 


It's  20-25  minutes  from  Wendell  to  Athol!  Con- 
sider Athol  for  your  health  care  needs.  For  a  list  of 
physicians  (primary  care  and  specialists),  call  Allen 
Young  at  249-35 11  Ext  143. 
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Would  A  Free  Meal  Every  Week  Heb  Out?? 
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A  small  group  of  thoughtful  citizens  is  forming  (in-  Dr      Gerard  A    Bertrand)  president  of  Mas- 

spired  by  Angie  Ferris)  with  the  goal  of  offering  a   sachusetts  Audubon,  notes  that  large,  contiguous, 
free  community  meal,  one  night  each  week  to  Wen-    undeveloped  tracts  of  land  are  particularly  impor- 
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dell  residents. 

THEY  NEED  HELP!! 
If  you're  interested  in: 

•  helping  to  organize,  cook,  serve,  or  clean-up 


tant  for  many  species  of  forest  dwelling  birds  as  well 
as  mammals,  such  as  otter,  bear,  fox  and  fisher  cats. 

"The  foresight  and  generosity  of  Mason  and  Ina 
Phelps  is  remarkable,"  said  Dr.  Bertrand.  "They 
have  single-handedly  made  a  tremendous  contribu- 
tion to  the  preservation  of  the  environment,  and  we 
are  deeply  indebted  to  them,"  said  Bertrand. 


•  donating  food  or  money 
please  call: 


<? 


Angie  Ferris 
Rosalie  Rosser 
Jette  Chaisson 
Nancy  Graton 
Penny  Priestley 


544-2120 
544-6850 
544-8608 
544-2533 
544-2736 


We   offer  everyone  an   opportunity 
to  demonstrate   thtfr  concern  for 
others   by   volunteering  and   giving 
whatever  they   can. 

We  can  use   more  food,    warm  cloth- 
ing,blankets,    toilet  articles  and 
money    to/purchase   more  food .   PerhapB 
even   heating  f ue L  as   well.    Contri- 
butions  can   be   brought   to   the   cen- 
ter on   Saturdays   or   sent   to  Rosalie 
or  Nancy  Sraton.   We  are  hoping   to 
join   the  food    bank   in  Had  ley ,    where 
we   can   purchase  food   at    140   per   lb. 
To   do   this   we   are   seeking   pledges 
of   money.   When  you  consider   that 
$1.40  will   buy    10    lbs.    of  food,    it 
makes    it   easier     to  give   even  a 
small  monthly   pledge,   knowing   it 
will  go  a   long  way    toward   helping 
our  neighbors. 

We   have      decided   to    limit  Good 
Neighbors    to  Wendell  residents 
only!    There   are   some  very   compell- 
ing reasons   why,    which  we   are  happy 
to   discuss   with  anyone.    Stop   by 
and   check   it   out.   We  are  at   the 
Senior  Center  every   Saturday    10-12. 
Phoneys   Rosalie   544-6850 
Nancy   544-2533 
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Fine  Foods  &  Catering 

Festival  &  forty  Concessions 

Authentically  Crafted 
Oriental  Sauces  &  Condiments 


MYRON  BECKER 

508-544-2086 
PO BOX  133 .WENDELL, MA  01375 


MUMMMI 


DR.    PAUL  A.    Ko/VACKI 

PRACTICE  OF  CHIROPRACTIC 


>IORTH  QUABBIN  CHIROPRACTIC  CARE 

26-28  NORTH   MAIN  STREET 

P  O    BOX  118.  ORANGE.  MA  01364 

(508I  S44-7902 
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had  asked  -For  a  revocation  hearing 
based  on  compliance  problems  and 
■frequent  accidents  at  the  Newman 
plant,  along  with  recent  -financial 
problems  of  Recontek's  parent 
corporation  and  continued  questions 
about  the  performance  of  the  proposed 
hazardous  waste  recycling  technology. 
The  Watershed  Council  is  a  central 
Massachusetts  environmental 
organization  opposed  to  the  Recontek 
project . 

The   Illinois  Attorney  General's 
letter  notifies  Recontek  that  "no 
further  drums  are  to  moved  into  the 
storage  area',  and  instructs  Recontek 
to  provide  "financial  assurance. .. for 
the  approximately  300  additional 
unpermitted  drums"at  the  Newman 
plant.   The  Illinois  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  and  the  OIAG  also 
take  issue  with  Recontek's  sale  of 
salt  produced  by  their  hazardous 
waste  recycling  plant  to  local  county 
highway  departments,  according  to  the 
letter.   "The  Agency  has  determined 
this  sodium  chloride  was  derived  from 
a  listed. . .hazardous  waste  (and 
remains  a  hazardous  waste)."   The 
Illinois  Attorney  General's  office 
has  ordered  Recontek  to  remove  "any 
remaining  salt  which  was  sold  to  the 
departments" . 
29th  memo,  McCarthy 
addition  to  "the  new 
1  '  an  "OSHA  violation 
become  an  issue  for 


county  highway 
In  a  Jan. 
also  noted,  in 
IEPA  violation' 
and  fine"  has 
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Site  Safety  Council  review. 
According  to  a  Jan.  17,  1992  letter 
sent  to  the  Site  Safety  Council  by 
Recontek,  after  an  OSHA  inspection  in 
early  1991,  "The  Newman  facility  was 
cited  for  written  Energy  Control 
procedures"  which  were  inadequate, 
*nd  a  small  fine  was  imposed. 
Recontek  was  also  cited  by  Illinois 
EPA  for  five  environmental  violations 
last  summer,  and  accidental  spills 
and  releases  have  been  a  recurring 
probl em. 

"Is  this  what  our  state  calls  a 
satisfactory  compliance  record?" 
asked  Watershed  Council  chairman, 
Rudy  Perkins.   A  'satisfactory 
compliance  record'  on  the  part  of  the 
developer  is  one  of  six  criteria  used 
by  Massachusetts  to  determine  if  a 
hazardous  waste  project  is  'feasible 
and  deserving'  of  state  expenditures 
on  technical  review. 

"This  is  not  just  an 
environmental  gamble,  it's  a  risky 
gamble  of  tax-payer's  money",  Perkins 
said,  criticizing  the  Site  Safety 
Council's  decision  to  review  the 
project  before  the  Newman,  IL  pilot 
plant  had  proven  itself.   To  date 
Massachusetts  has  spent  approximately 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
reviewing  the  Recontek  proposal. 

For  more  information:  contact 
Rudy  Perkins,  Millers  River  Watershed 
Council,  ph.  508-297-4360. 


The  Rt.  2  relocation  issue  surfaced 
almost  immediately  following  a  brief 
introduction  by  Mr.  Hammock.  Response  J 
from  the  environmental  community  was 
immediate  and  resolute.  Myron  Becker 
Vice  Chair  of  the  Millers  River  Wa- 
tershed Counsel  informed  the  gather- 
that  the  "South  bank,  of  the  Mill- 
River  is  sacrosanct"  and  that  any 
to  use  The  Wendell  State  Forest 
for  a  transportation  corridor  would 
meet  with  instant  opposition  which  if 
challenged  would  end  up  in  the  Feder- 
al Court  System. 

Mr.  Merrigan  suggested  that  chal 
lenging  the  environmental  community 
in  the  Federal  Courts  to  put  the  le- 
gality issue  to  rest  may  be  a  good 
idea. 

Robbie  Hubley,  a  spokesman  for  the 
Audubon  Society  eloquently  implored 
the  officials  not  to  waste  the  scarce 
resources  of  their  constituencies 
with  futile  undertakings  citing  the 
4F  statutes  of  the  Federal  Transpor- 
tation Acts  and  quoting  the  findings 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  similar 
es.  Representatives  of  the  Gill 
ctboard  announced  when  asked, 
they  had  never  been  in  fa\ 
southbank  alignment. 

Wendell  Selectwoman  Ann  Zak  sug- 
gested that  time  would  be  more  con- 
structively used  if  discussion  cen- 
tered on  some  of  the  real  economic 
development  problems  of  the  "Northern 
Tier".  Margo  Cully,  also  from  the 
Wendell  selectboard  reminded  the 
group  that  upgrading  of  Rt.  2  to  the 
east  in  the  Leominister,  Fitchburg, 
and  Gardner  area  had  not  done  much  to 
stave  off  hard  economic  times  for 
those  industrial  areas.  Mike  Idoine 
of  the  Wendell  Concerned  Citizens 
encouraged  the  people  of  Erving  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Mass.  Dept.  of 
Transportation's  offer  to  help  them 
develop  their  own  alternative  highway 
design. 

A  discussion  of  reviving  the  rail 
road  system  followed.  Greenfield  Town 
Manager  Norman  Thidemann  spoke  at 
length  and  knowledgeabl y  about  prob- 
lems facing  the  existing  rail  system. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  agree- 
ment that  all  parties  would  contem- 
plate on  making  recommendations  for 
improvement  of  the  local  economy  and 
send  ideas  in  to  Mr.  Hammock  with  an 
other  public  brainstorming  meeting  tc 
f ol low. 


ARTEMIS 

HERBS  &  BOTANICALS 

WINTER  WORKSHOPS 
led  by  Linda  James 


3/7  -  Designing  Your  Herb  Garden.  10am-12pm.  $15 
3/14-  Basic  Propagation  of  Herbs.  10am-12pm.  S15 
Pre—registration  is  necessary.  Call  508-544-7559 


ii 
Elaine  Reardon 

Polarity  Therapy  C.P.T. 

Flower  Essence  Counseling  C.P. 

Massage 


(508)544-3383 


Box  64  Wendell  Depot.  MA  01380  4 
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MASONRY  HEATERS 

How  warm  has  your  house  stayed 
this  winter? 

"Hot  and  cold"  some  of  you  may 
answer,  especially  i  f  you  heat  with 
wood.   Most  wood  stoves — basically 
iron  boxes — roast  us  or  -freeze  us 
depending  on  whether  a  fire  is  burn- 
ing in  them  or  not.   They  give  little 
heat  between  -Fires,  so  unless  we  run 
them  dangerously  shut  down,  we  tend 
to  arise  to  a  cold  house  in  the  morn- 
ing and  come  home  to  a  similar  wall 
of  chill  after  a  day  of  work. 

That  isn't  how  it  works  in  the 
Baltics,  Finland,  or  other  European 
lands.   They  use  another  kind  of  .wood 
stove,  one  that  offers  more  steady 
warmth,  but  manages  to  use  less  wood, 
create  less  pollution  indoors  and 
out,  pose  less  of  a  fire  hazard,  and 
send  less  money  out  of  the  area  to 
list  just  a  few  benefits. 

I'm  talking  about  masonry  heat- 
ers, of  course — an  ideal  fit  with  our 
local  resources,  wood  and  human  la- 
bor.  Technically,  what  makes  them 
better  in  many  respects  than  metal 
stoves? 

The  answer  lies  largely  in  their 
mass,  which  permits  heat  storage. 
That  means  the  firebox  can  be  smaller 
"it's  not  always  playing  catchup  or 
tying  to  last  the  night",  which  makes 
for  cleaner  less  polluting  fires. 
Finally,  the  surface  never  gets  as 
hot,  so  the  air  inside  the  house  does 
not  carry  so  much  scorched  dust. 

Too  explain  about  mass:   just  as 
the  ocean  moderates  the  heat  of  the 
summer  and  cold  of  the  winter  for 
those  living  near  the  shore,  a  large 
mass  of  brick  or  stone  averages  out 
the  temperature  of  a  fire  built  with- 
in it.   With  a  brick  stove,  most  of 

the  heat  enters  the  brick,  a  veritable 
sponge  of  heat,  even  down  to  the  "cat- 
acombs" of  smoke  channels  inside  it. 
Then  with  the  fire  out,  and  the  stove 
shut  down,  it  continues  to  radiate 
store  heat  for  hours,  and  ocean  of 
warmth  within  the  house,  until  the 
next  fire. 

The  key  to  masonry  stoves  is  sav- 
ing heat,  not  fire.   They  naturally 
achieve  the  kind  of  efficiency  metal 
stoves  get  only  with  a  catalytic  con- 
verter.  The  wind  breathes  a  sigh  of 
relief,  and  so  does  the  inside  of  your 
chi  mney. 

There  are    several  masonry  heater 
stoves  in  Wendell:  two  at  the  homeste- 
ad of  Rosie  Heidkamp,  Sally  Stuff  in, 
et  all,  and  one — a  stone  cookstove — 
operating  since  1983  at  our  house  on 
Bear  Mountain.   Others  that  I  know 
about  since  I  was  involved  in  their 
construction  are    in  Warwick  and  Athol . 
There  are    3  at  The  Farm  in  Montague, 
built  by  Hearthwarmers  of  Colrain. 
Albie  Barden  of  Norr i dgewock ,  Maine 
has  also  built  masonry  heaters  in  the 
area.       An  associate  of  his,  Tom  Sulli- 
van of  Locks  Village  is  building  a 
house  in  Wendell.   Tom  has  consider- 
able expertise  to  share  due  to  this 
affiliation  with  Albie,  the  American 
guru  of  masonry  heating  systems. 

What's  the  downside?   Masonry 
heaters  are    expensive  compared  to  a 
Jotl  or  a  Defiance.   They  also  take  up 
more  room.    And  you  have  to  use  smal- 
ler diameter  wood,  but  as  far  as  cost 
is  concerned,  local  labor  can  take  the 
sting  out  by  keeping  the  money  from 
leaving  the  area  so  fast.   The  trees 
most  in  consideration  for  thinning  in 
our  young  forests  are  already  small  in 
diameter.   And  the  space  a  masonry 
heater  takes  up  tends  to  become   a 
virtual  alter  of  domestic  warmth  and 
pride — a  guietly  beating  heart  at  the 
center  of  your  home. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 


A  WIHTER  TAtf       ^ 

The  Story  of  Albert  the  Frog 
Who  was  Ch  i 1 ly 

for  Louise  Dyer 
He  was  only  a  young  frog,  the 
youngest  on  West  Road.   All 
summer  he  had  fun  in  our  garden, 
catching  live  food  and  making 
rhymes.   He  would  say: 

Now  I'll  eat  this  juicy 

fly. 
He  was  foolish  to  come  by. 
or 

0  this  lovely  summer  morn, 

1  am  glad  that  I  was  born. 
Albert  lived  under  our  stone 

steps.   All  summer  long  I  was 
careful  not  to  step  on  him  or 
let  him  get  in  the  way  of  the 
grass-cutter.   Then  it  began  to 
be  cold  in  November,  and  Albert 
sang : 

I  wish  I  had  a  wooly  coat 
Like  a  lambkin  or  a  goat. 
All  Albert  had  was  a  crinkly 
grey-green  skin  and  a  few  warts. 
Warts  are  little  hard  bumps  that 
come  out  on  the  skin  and  after  a 
while  go  away.   You  have  no 
warts . 

Albert  carried  some  dead 
grass  under  the  steps  to  make  a 
bed,  but  the  rain  fell  in  and 
the  snow  blew  in  and  Albert 
could  not  sleep  at  night.   He 
decided  to  ask  older  frogs  what 
he  could  do  to  keep  warm,  as  he 
had  never  been  through  a  winter 
before , 

The  frogs  meet  on  a  ring  of 
toadstools  in  Mrs.  Telling's 
field.   Each  one  sits  on  a  toad- 
stool.  The  oldest  frog,  named 
Herman,  runs  the  meeting. 
"Albert,  my  boy,"  said  Herman, 
"there  used  to  a  fine  place  to 
keep  toasty  warm.   It  was  the 
pile  of  manure,  mixed  with 
straw,  that  Mr.  Powling  threw 
out  of  his  barn.   It  steamed  all 
winter. " 
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Under  that  we  were  so  cozy, 
Winter  nights  all  were 
dozy . 
(Herman  sometimes  makes  rhymes 
also.)   "But  then  Mr.  Powling 
sold  his  horse  and  there  was  no 
more  manure  pile." 

When  Herman  told  this  all  the 
frogs  began  to  cry  as  they  sang: 
Mr.  Powling 's  horse  is 

sold  , 
We  are  left  out  in  the 
cold. 
Tears  streamed  from  their  eyes 
and  froze  in  little  icicles  that 
glistened  and  trembled  in  the 
moonl ight . 

A  frog  named  Eileen  is  a  poet 
and  made  everybody  sadder  than 
ever  by  singing: 

We  can  hem  and  haw  and 

click  and  clack , 
But  that  old  horse  ain't 
comi  ng  back . 

Herman  said  she  should  not 
say  ain't,  there  is  no  such 
word;  she  should  say  "is  not 
coming  back."   Eileen  shut  up 
then. 

Herman  said  to  Albert,  "You 
have  got  to  go  about  two  miles 
up  the  road  to  Marion's  house. 
Marion  loves  frogs  and  birds  and 
all  animals.   She  has  a  mighty 
fine  Franklin  stove  that  keeps 
the  house  warm,  and  you  can  get 
in  the  cellar  under  the  stove 
and  sleep  the  rest  of  the 
winter. 

Albert  has  never  hopped  so 
far  before.   Every  time  he 
Topped  the  snow  flew  out  behind 
mm.   When  he  got  near  the  big 
black  dog  named  Prince  he  went 
out  into  the  field  around 
Prince.   Along  came  a  ground  hog 
(woodchuck  is  the  same  thing), 
who  gave  Albert  a  ride  on  his 
back  as  far  as  Ricketts.   He 
told  Albert  that  Marion  caught 
his  uncle  in  a  trap  that  didn't 
hurt  him,  then  turned  him  loose 
in  the  field.   It  was  after  that 
•""hat  the  ground  hog  ate  Marion's 
strawberry  plants.   The  ground 
hog  that  carried  Albert  said, 
"Now  I  have  to  put  you  down 
because  I  have  to  go  back  to  my 
hole  to  meet  the  TV  people. 
This  is  Ground-hog  Day  and  Bob 
Teague  is  coming  with  a  camera 
crew  to  take  my  picture.   I'll 
tell  you  beforehand  that  I  did 
see  my  shadow,  so  it  will  be 
winter  for  another  forty  days." 

Albert  asked  the  ground  hog, 
"How  will  I  know  to  turn  off  on 
Marion's  road?" 

"Well,"  said  the  ground  hog, 
"there  is  a  sign  that  says 
Wickett  Pond  Road;  take  that." 

"Too  bad,"  Albert  replied, 
"because  I  only  know  A,  B,  C, 
and  sometimes  D,  and  the  sign 
begins  with  a  letter  way  at  the 
end  of  the  alphabet." 

Anyhow,  Albert  made  it  to 
Marion's  house,  crept  through  a 
hole  in  the  foundation,  curled 
up  next  to  the  chimney,  and  has 
been  asleep  ever  since.   This  is 
the  end  of  the  story. 

Broadus  Mitchell 


"Never  doubt  that  a  small 
group  of  thoughtful,  committed 
citizens  can  change  the  world. 

Indeed,  it's  the  only  thing 
that  ever  does." 

Margaret  Mead 
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WENDELL  WORLD  ENTERTAINMENT  SECTION 


"Town  OrrtciAw 

V3  TtfC  LAW? 

A  dozen  people  -from  Wendell  contrib- 
uted in  one  way  or  another  to  the 
occupation  in  December  of  a  Col  rain 
home  against  IRS  seizure.   Those  who 
actually  occupied  described  the  expe- 
rience as  exhilarating,  even  life 
changing. 

But  not  everybody  was  pleased. 
Two  individuals  wrote  letters  to  the 
Selectboard,  and  52  signed  a  petition 
protesting  the  involvement  o-f  town 
officials  in  civil  disobedience  at 
Randy  Kehler  and  Betsy  Corner's  home, 
which  was  taken  after  the  couple  ope- 
nly redirected  their  tax  monies  to 
char i  ti  es. 

Wendell's  officials  are    "sworn 
to  uphold  the  laws  o-f  the  Commonweal- 
th" the  petition  said,  "and  the  Uni- 
ted States  o-f  America."  It  called  it 
"improper  -for  them  to  encourage  or 
condone  anyone  to  break  the  law  and 
because  o-f  their  position  in  town,  it 
looks  like  the  rest  of  town  is  in 
■favor  o-f  what  they  are  advocating." 
It  asked  town  Clerk  Annie  Hartjens  to 
communicate  the  complaint  to  the  At- 
torney General ,  the  State  Ethics  Com- 
mission, "or  whoever  is  necessary  to 
straighten  this  matter  out." 

Kenneth  Simos,  a  -former  Selectb- 
oard member,  had  earlier  sent  a  let- 
ter to  Annie  Hartjens,  asking  her  to 
bring  more  or  less  the  same  complaint 
to  the  Selectboard.   He  cited  a  state 
law  regarding  removal  of  convicted 
felons  from  public  office. 

Town  officials  involved  in  occu- 
pying the  house  include  Rosie  Heidka- 
mp ,  a  member  of  the  library  board, 
Susan  DunLany,  a  town  assessor, 
Charles  Smith,  a  member  of  the  con- 
servation commission,  and  Zenya  Wild, 
a  member  of  the  school  committee. 
All  belong  to  an  affinity  group, 
Roots  and  Branches,  that  took  a  one 
week  watch  in  December  in  rotation 
with  nearly  two  dozen  affinity 
groups — mostly  from  the  region,  but 
also  from  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States — which  have  occupied  or  intend 
to  occupy  the  controversial  farm- 
house.  Though  arrests  were  finally 
made  after  8  weeks  of  occupation,  the 
umbrella  group,  the  Tax  Refusers  Sup- 
port Committee,  made  it  clear  attempts 
to  occupy  would  continue  indefinitely. 
Sometime  in  March  or  early  April  it 
will  be  Roots  and  Branches 's  turn 
again. 

A  letter  by  Sharon  Adams  acknowl- 
edges that  Wendell  officials  inter- 
viewed by  a  newspaper  made  it  clear 
they  were  acting  "in  a  personal  not 
municipal  capacity."   But  her  letter 
goes  on  to  complain  of  "humiliating 
acts  of  the  Selectboard  and  or  their 
following/comrades".    She  cited  a 
guote  from  the  same  article  saying 
"Anne  Zak,  Selectman,  feels  great  ad- 
miration for  Kehler  and  his  work." 
She  also  recalled  a  letter  protesting 
the  Gulf  war  bearing  many  of  these 
same  signatures,  including  Margo  Cull- 
ey ' s.  " 

Selectboard  member  Culley  told 
the  "Post"  that,  while  she  hadn't  spo- 
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ken    out    yet,    like    Anne    Zak    she    "stron- 
gly   supports"    Kehler    and    Corner.       At 
the    same    time,    she    feels    she    under- 
stands   the    strong    feelings    of    Wen- 
dell 's    more    conservative    citizens. 
"There    is    a    group    who    feels    silenced, 
who    feels    Wendell     is    being    represented 
to    the    public    in    a    certain    way.       They 
feel    they    are    being    spoken    for    in    a 
way    that    outrages    them."       In    response, 
she    says,     she's    been    urging    people    to 
get    to    the    ballot    box. 

To    Annie   Hartjens    it    looks    as    if 
"some    town    officials    say    whatever    they 
want,    and    others    can't."       She    gave    as 
illustrations    as    "Jim    Hebert    and    me." 
Policeman    Hebert    was    called    before    the 
Selectboard    last    year    and,     in    Annie's 
words,     "told    he    didn't    have    the    right" 
as    a    town    official    to    complain    about 
the    earth    flag    flying    on    the    same    pole 
as    the    U.S.     flag.  "I've    been    raked 

over    the   coals    by    the    Selectboard" 
over    the    rally    and    the    flag."     (The 
rally    was    a    welcome    home    to    the    troops 
from    the    Persian      Gulf    that    included    a 
procession    around    town    with    a    loud 
speaker    truck.       The    flag,    in    this 
case,    was    an    American    flag    she    had 
flown    on    the    common    after    the    Hebert 
complaint.)        "I    feel    the    people    have 
a    legitimate    complaint." 

One    of    the    occupiers    has    written- 
a    letter    which    appears    in    this    issue. 
Jonathan    von    Ranson 


Dear  Wendellites; 

Being  one  of  the  town  officials  who  is 
involved  in  trying  to  save  the  Kehler/ 
Corner  home  in  Colrain   ("illegal  activity") 
I  respond  thusly: 

I  am  on  the  Board  of  Assessors  and  work 
at  this  job  diligently  and  respectfully; 
it  is  not  a  job  which  many  others  in  town 
are  willing  to  do.      I  attend  town  meeting, 
am  a  volunteer  in  the  community  doing  office 
work,   painting,   and  last  fall,   running  a 
breakfast  to  make  money  to  paint  the  town 
buildings.      I  pay  property  taxes  and,  when 
I  owe  them,   state  taxes.      I  have  dedicated 
my  life  to  living  consciously. 

I  do  not  think  that  my  town  position  is 
adversely  affected  by  my  conscientious 
objection  to  war,   killing,   and  a  nuclear 
arsenal.      I  heartily  support  Randy  Kehler 
who  redirects  his  federal  tax  dollars  to 
humanitarian  and  peace  endeavors.     This  is 
not  a  frivolous  action,  but  one  taken  with 
serious  consideration  and  possible  personal 
risk. 

If  asked  to  choose  between  my  town  job  and 
conscientious  objection  I  would  have  to 
choose  the  latter.        sincerely, 

Susan  DunLany 
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P.S.  REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED 

The  newspaper  you  are  holding  is  a  fra- 
gile vessel  of  the  unfolding  history  of  a 
small  tcwn,  one  of  about  80  issues  publish- 
ed since  the  Wendell  Post  was  started  in 
1977.  There  is  no  normal  excuse  why  this 
newspaper  should  exist — a  minor  miracle 
had  to  happen  each  time  it  has  appeared 
since  the  novelty  wore  off  about  1978. 

More  than  any  other  single  factor,  Anne 
Diemand  might  be  said  to  account  for  it. 
She's  been  like  a  heart  at  the  Post,  beat- 
ing steadily  and  economically.   Juggling 
the  Post  with  her  other  obligations,  she 
often  called  the  meetings,  she  collected 
the  columns  and  regular  features  for  most 
of  those  80  issues,  handled  most  of  the 
mail  and  subscriptions,  and  after  the  birth 
ordeal  of  paste-up,  picked  the  pages  up  in 
her  arms  and  carried  them  to  the  printer. 

But  the  real  explanation  is  more  com- 
plicated. The  initiative  for  each  issue  has 
been  juggled  and  shared  among  a  small,  ro- 
tating, overworked  and  misorganized  ("mis- 
organized"is  even  worse,  more  entrenched, 
than  "disorganized")  core  staff.  When  one 
got  tired,  another  one  had  just  gone  part- 
time,  or  seen  a  child  off  to  school,  and 
kicked  in  more  work.  One  or  the  other  al- 
ways had  this  feeling  of  "Don't  drop  the 
baby ! "  ( Now  teenager ) . 

Why  have  a  few  busy  people  nurtured  this 
little  journal,  sometimes  a  catalog  of  type- 
faces and  typos  and  old  selectboard  minutia? 

I  know  I  need  a  forum  from  time  to  time 
to  reach  those  who  "live  the  questions"  with 
me.  Who  else  will  publish  my  excessive 
moralisms?  And  I  love  to  read  the  offerings 
of  my  friends  and  neighbors.  There's  al- 
ways information  and  feeling  in  what  they 
write.  In  some  cases,  the  quality  of  the 
writing  takes  my  breath  a ray.  Next  to 
visiting  with  them,  this  is  the  best  way  to 
bask  in  their  presence,  to  feel  the  bond  of 
community  that  connect.^  us. 

The  Post  is  especially  in  need  of  people 
to  take  on  a  small,  regular  but  key  respon- 
sibility. Anne  is  getting  tired  of  calling 
meetings,  and  would  like  someone  who  would 
get  the  Post  machinery  moving  every  two 
months.  Others  on  the  staff  would  like  to 
share  their  load,  too.  A  business  meeting 
is  scheduled  for  March  15  at 
Wendell  Senior  Center 

Anyone  who  would  like  to  offer  their  help  to 
keep  the  Wendell  Post  publishing — admini- 
strative of  "shop",  aditorial,  advertising 
or  circulation — anyone  who  knows  computers 
and  compatible  word  processing  systems,  or 
anyone  who  loves  Wendell. . .anyone  who 
thinks  the  Post  is  way  off  track  and  wants 
to  help  set  it  right... is  invited.  Re- 
freshments will  be  served. 

I  could've  just  said,  Open  Post  business 
meeting.  Refreshments  will  be  served." 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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